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even the hidden Wiſdom, which God ordained 
before the World unto our Glory, Page 1 
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tinue there a year, and buy, and ſell, and 
get gain : Whereas ye know not what ſhall 
be on the morrow. For what is your life? 
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rable. But now is Chriſt riſen from the 
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SERMON I. 


FirsT EPISTLE fo the CORINTHIANS, 
Chapter ii. Verſe 7. 


We ſpeak the Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery, 
even the hidden Wiſdom, which God or- 
dained before the World unto our Glory. 


Currsr JESUS, who of God was 
made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, 
and ſunctiſication, and redemption, was the 
goſpel which St. Paul declares he was ſent 
to preach, not, as he acknowledges, in 
the wiſdom of words, or of men, but in 
a Myſtery, in the power of God. 

| A That, 
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That, notwithſtanding the forfeiture of 
our firſt parents, God would pardon ſin, 
and reſtore the penitent offender to a ſtate 
of acceptance, that he would admit our 
ſincere though imperfect endeavours after 
righteouſneſs, and reward them with eter- 
nal glory, was what eye had not ſeen, nor 
ear heard, neither could it have entered into 
the heart of man to conceive, otherwiſe than 
as God has been pleaſed to reveal it to us 
by his ſpirit. 

Ill then would it become us, with the 
vain ſpirit of ſpeculative curioſity, to pry 
into the means whereby this ſtupendous 
act of mercy is accompliſhed, or to queſtion 
their propriety. 

Can we look back into the abyſs of 
eternity, and there diſcern the councils of 
the Almighty determined before the world 
began ?—Can we ſtretch our eye beyond 
the vault of heaven, and penetrate into 
the completion of his will, when this 
earth, and that heaven ſhall be no more ? 
— Then might we hope by ſearching to find 
| | out 
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ent God, and underſtand to perfection that 
myſtery of our redemption, which the 
very angels are defirous to look into, and un- 
able to comprehend. _ 

But what preſumption is it, for any 
man in the conceit of | worldly wifdom 
to reject at once the goſpel of Chriſt 
with impious contempt, or with an af- 
fectation of philoſophic indifference, mere- 
ly becauſe he does not ſee, or is unable 
to account for, the hidden purpoſes of 
God. 

Let reaſon firſt exert her powers in 
examining with preciſion, but with can- 
dour, the authorities of that evidence, to 
which the Chriſtian revelation appeals.— 
Let the ſcriptures be ſearched for the pio- 
Phecies concerning the Meſſiah, and the 
ſtricteſt inquiry be made, what ground 
there is to ſuppoſe, they were-fabricated 
after the event.—Let it be examined, 
whether they apply to the perſon of 
Chriſt, or if we ought ſtill to look for 
their completion. 

A2 Let 
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Let reaſon review the hiſtory of our 
Saviour's miracles, and the proofs of his 
reſurrection ; but let not theſe evidences 
be ſet aſide, in order to queſtion, whether 
he that firſt ordained can alter the courſe 


of nature. It is prepoſterous to deter- 
mine, that the belief of no miracle can be 


eſtabliſned, merely becauſe a miracle con- 
tradicts the general tenor of paſt expe- 


rience. 

Let reaſon conſider alſo the doctrines 
of the Chriſtian revelation; let her judge 
of their fitneſs to promote the happineſs 
of individuals, and the intereſts of ſociety; 
let her compare them with the nature, 
and the condition, the hopes, and fears of 
men; but let not the force of theſe ſe- 
veral, and united arguments be rejected 
without examination, as if the. ſubject 
were of ſo little importance, as not to be 
worth an inquiry. A wilful ignorance of 


what may be learned, cannot be- juſtified 
by our inability to comprehend what it is 


not given for man to know. 
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We are capable of judging how far the 
declared purpoſe of God's will is fulfilled, 
or not, but we are in no wiſe competent 
to determine what are the neceſlary, or 
proper means of accompliſhing it. We 
miſapply, therefore, and abuſe the gift of 
our faculties, in preſuming to bring un- 
der the ſcrutiny of our judgment, the 
propriety of God's councils, or the fitneſs 
of the inſtruments he employs. 

A fuller inſight than what we now have 
into the purpoſes, and execution of the 
divine will may probably make a part of 
that happineſs and glory which are re- 
ſerved for the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 
but at preſent we ſee as through a glaſs 
darkly, and many things in the myſtery 
of our redemption are hard to be under- 
ſtood, even by thoſe who are favoured 
with the light of revelation in its greateſt 
brightneſs and purity. The knowledge, 
however, which is imparted to us in the 
Goſpel, is ſufficient to make us wiſe unto 
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ſalvation, and fully will it juſtify the deal- 
ings of God with the ſons of men. 


Without affecting, therefore, to be wiſe 


above what is written, I ſhall briefly ſub- 
mit to your review the doctrine of man's 
redemption through Jeſus Chriſt, as de- 
livered to us in the holy ſcriptures. . 

We learn thence, that ere the founda- 


tions of the world were laid, part of the 
heavenly hoſt rebelled againſt God, and 


were driven out from his preſence under 
all the horrors of guilt and vengeance. 
We know but httle of the circumſtances 


of their crime, ſtill leſs of the place and 


manner of their puniſhment; this only is 
clear, that they offended God, and thereby 
became miſerable. Tradition charges them 
with pride ; 1t was probably, therefore, a 
conſciouſneſs of the high dignity in which 
they were placed, and of the immortality 


conferred upon their nature, which be- 


trayed them into the forgetfulneſs that 


they were not independent ;—But be their 


crime 
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crime what it may, it loſt them their firſt 
eſtate. £9 | 
When it afterwards pleaſed God to 
create man, inſtead of admitting him at 
once to a ſtate of glory, he placed him 
upon the earth, in a courſe of probation, 
where he might firſt give a proof of his 
obedience, and learn to acknowledge a de- 
pendance on his Maker for whatever he 
might enjoy here, or hope for hereafter. 

In the viſible ſcene of creation there was 
originally a ſubordination of the ſeveral 
parts, and conſequently different degrees 
of excellence, ſo God intended, and ap- 
proved it as formed agreeably to the pur- 
poſe of his unſearchable wiſdom. Man, 
therefore, in this ſenſe, was good, not as 
endowed with abſolute perfection, but 
coming from the hands of his Maker 
conformable to his deſign, and as yet free 
from actual guilt. The poſſibility of tranſ- 
greſſion was nevertheleſs inherent in his 
nature ; for, though God might certainly 
have given a bias to his will, which would 
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forcibly have attracted him towards virtue, 
and have ſecured obedience; yet ſuch an 


influence (unleſs tlie want of it were firſt 


acknowledged, and the gift ſought for on 


his part) was altogether inconſiſtent with, 
and deſtructive of man's free agency. 


From that ſtate of primitive innocence 


in which he was created, our firſt parent 


ſoon fell by diſobedience to a poſitive com- 


mand ; he truſted more to his own ima- 
gination, and the flattering ſuggeſtions of 


the tempter, than to the expreſs authority 


of God, which had threatened, that * In the 
day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die. He 
nevertheleſs did eat, and thereby forfeited 
for himſelf and his poſterity whatever claim 
of eternal glory, an unerring obedience 
might have given him on the juſtice of God. 
His guilt brought upon him the ſentence 
of mortality, and he was doomed with the 
other creatures around him, to a temporary 
exiſtence, and certain diſſolution. 


* Gen. ii. 17. 
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Had the human race been left deſperate, 


under this condemnation, better certainly. 
would it haue been not to have given the earth; 
unto Adam, or elſe. when it way given bini, 
to have reſtrained him from finning,;for :what. 
profit is it for men, now in this preſent time; 
to live in ne and n death to look for. 
puniſhment ? 2 5 
But dark as the proſpect 1s; to the un- 
aſſiſted eye of reaſon, there is ſtill. a ray 
of light, beaming forth upon it, from the 
ſun of righteouſneſs, and ſhewing us the: 
way to eſcape from that miſery into which 
mankind had fallen. 2330; 
Admitting then that God did Sold 
know, and knowing did permit the fall of 
man ; yet he foreknew hkewiſe, and had. 


preordained his redemption e Jeſus 
Chriſt. 7 8 
From the foundation of the world was 
it decreed, that the Son of God ſhould, at 
the appointed time, take upon him the 
nature of man. It was in the conduct of 


this gracious deſign, that Divine Provi-; 
dence 
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dence ſelected the deſcendants of Abraham 
from the nations of the earth, and by a 
peculiar ſyſtem of laws, and ceremonial 
obſervances, kept them a diſtinct, and 
ſeparate people. In ſucceeding ages, the 
tribe and particular family, from which the 
Meſſiah ſhould fpring, the time, and place 
of his birth were diſtinctly marked out. 
At length the Saviour of Mankind ap- 
peared, agreeably to all the circumſtances 
which had been foretold concerning him; 
im the courſe of his miniſtry, he diſplayed 


his divine commiſſion in acts of miracu- 


lous benevolence ; he gave feet to the lame, 
and eyes to the blind, the deaf heard his 
voice, and the tongue of the dumb ſang 
his praiſes. Having thus, in numberlefs 
inſtances ſurpaſſing the power of human 
agency, eſtabliſhed his divine character, he 
fulfilled the grand purpoſe of his incarna- 
tion, ſubmitted to the death of the croſs, 
and thereby reſtored mankind to that con- 
ditional ſtate of acceptance, which the 
tranſgreſſion of our firſt parent had for- 

feited; 
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feited; So, as in Adam all died, in Chriſt ſhall 


all be made alive. 

Life and Immortality, therefore, man has 
no claim to, either as a natural right, or 
as a reward of merit, it 1s the free gift of 
God's mercy. 

A juſt ſenfe of this truth has a direct 
tendency to humble the heart of man, and 
to caſt down every high thought which 
might exalt itſelf againſt the ſovereign 
majeſty of God. 

Let the doctrine of man's fall in Adam, 
and his redemption by the croſs of Chriſt, 
be to the Jews a ſcandal, offenſive to their 
prejudices becauſe contradictory to their 
vain expectations of a Meſſiah in the 
character of an earthly conqueror. Let 
the notion of a dying Saviour be folly to 
philoſophers of Greece, and a deriſion to 


all the vain conceits of worldly wiſdom. 


Let the profligate, and the inconſiderate 
part of mankind openly profane, or ſecret- 


ly ſlight our faith, yet to men who ſenſi- 


ble of their own inſufficiency and unwor- 
thineſs 


(n 


thineſs walk humbly with their God, the 
redemption of the world by the ſacrifice 


of atonement in Chriſt Jeſus muſt ever be 
a doctrine full of comfort and joy. 

It was my deſign in this diſcourſe to 
lay before you, in one general view, the 
great outline of the plan of Providence, 


which was gradually unfolding, from the 
creation of man to the coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. In this, as in every other 
diſpenſation of. divine wiſdom reſpecting 


the moral or material world, there is evi- 


dently a chain of cauſes and effects, though 
we cannot diſtinctly diſcern every link that 
connects them together. Great it muſt ſtill 


be confeſſed is the myſtery of our redemp- 


tion; the counſels, like the throne of the 
Almighty, are encompaſſed with clouds of 
darkneſs impenetrable to vain curioſity. 
We may not yet fully comprehend the 


means, but the light of revelation has, 
nevertheleſs, afforded us ſuch an inſight 


into the gracious deſign, and effects of 
divine wiſdom in the redemption of man- 
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kind by Jeſus Chriſt, as ſufficiently proves 
the Chriſtian Religion to be a conſiſtent 
uniform diſpenſation, reconciling the di- 
vine attributes of juſtice-and mercy, bring- 
ing peace to men on earth, and opening to 
them the way of eternal glory in the life 


Let us not then idly diſpute about the 
nature, and propriety of the means where- 
by we are reſtored to the divine favour, 
but apply the comfortable aſſurance of 
mercy to our hearts, and let 1t excite there 
juſt ſentiments of love, gratitude, and 
adoration. 5 

To all ſuch as, ſenſible of their own un- 
worthineſs, turn unto the Lord in humi- 
lity, repentance, and amendment of life, 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, expreſsly and clearly 
aſſures forgiveneſs through his mediation ; 
and for our encouragement alſo to future 
obedience, he who hath ſo reconciled us 
unto God hath promiſed to perfect the 
work of our falvation, aſſiſting our en- 


deavours, 
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deavours, and ſanctifying our hearts, by 


the grace of his holy ſpirit. 

The vain conceit of worldly wiſdom 
may affect alſo to treat with ſcorn all no- 
tions of divine influence on the heart of 
man; yet the grace of God ceaſeth not, 
but co-operating with the will of the hum- 
ble believer will help his unbelief, and lead 
him on from truth to truth, adding con- 
viction to faith, and confidence to hope, 
until nothing doubting, he embraces with 
joy and gratitude the gift of eternal life, 


through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


The 
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SERMON II. 


The FouRTn PSALM, Verſe 4. 


Commune with your own Heart, 


Ws AT paſſeth in a man's own breaſt, 
is, of all the ſcenes of human obſervation, 
the moſt intereſting, though generally the 
leaſt attended to. 

It is our common practice to ſeek both 
for inſtruction and entertainment from 
the various objects that ſurround us, and 
we give credit to the haſty report of our 
ſenſes, without attending to the ſtill ſmall 
voice of reaſon, or the more diſtinct ad. 
monitions of conſcience, 


Reaſon 


C 26) 


Reaſon is, nevertheleſs, the pride of man, 
the boaſted diſtinction of his excellence. 
It has pleaſed the all - wiſe author of our 
being 20) implant it in the human, breaſt, 
as the teſt whereby we may examine, and 
approve or condemn, whatever our ſenſes 
or imagination repreſent as deſirable. 

What reaſon 1s with reſpect to good and 
evil, confcience, 1 in the common acceptation 
of the term, is with reſpect to right and 
wrong both are, in ſome degree, active 
qualities of the mind, which are capable 
of being heightened and improved by ex- 
erciſe; both will ſuffer and be impaired by 
neglect. 

Commune with your own heart,” is, 
therefore a precept which I mean to re- 
commend to you as conducive to your 
moral and religious improvement. 

nconſiderateneſs is, at preſent, among 
the principal cauſes of irreligion. Some 
few there may be, who, againſt the light of 
reaſon and revelation, and in open defiance 
of God, ſin, as it were, with a high hand ; 
R394 pet 
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yet characters of ſuch decided guilt are 
certainly not common. Ours is an age of 
levity and diſſipation, and I am perſuaded, 
it may as truly, as charitably be ſuppoſed, 
that far the greater number of ſinners of- 
fend rather through inattention, than Per- 
ſumption. 

The bulk of mankind are engaged in the 
purſuits of ambition, intereſt, or pleaſure, 
little regarding the nature of their actions 
in any other view than as they appear 
conducive to the attainment of their ob- 
ject. In the hurry of public life, the mind 
finds as little inclination, as leiſure to at- 
tend to what is not immediately in view; 
the cares or the pleaſures of the world 
ſtrike in with every thought, while the 
numerous examples of folly which preſent 
themſelves on all occaſions, give a kind of 
ſanction to it, and are made an apology 
even for vice itſelf. 

Should thoughts of a ſcrious tendency 
accidentally obtrude themſelves upon the 
worldly, gay, and luxurious-man, they 
; B ever 
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ever appear unſeaſonable, impertinent, and 
irkſome; prepoſſeſſed with a perſuaſion, 
that the indulgence of them would lead to 
melancholy, he inſtantly treats them as 
Felix did St. Paul, when his conſcience 
took the alarm, Go thy way for this time, 
and when I have a convenient ſeaſon I will call 
for thee ; but leaſt ſuch a ſeaſon ſhould 
come, recourſe is had again to diſſipation, 
and ſhould folly be found inſufficient to 
drive away reflection, it is too frequently 
effected by intemperance. 

It is no eaſy taſk, therefore, to aorfinide 
a man in the vigour of health, and the 
cheerful flow of youthful ſpirits, while his 
paſſions urge him on to the gratification 
of ſenſe, while the world promiſes fair, 
and his imagination heightens the delu- 
ſion, it is, I ſay, no eaſy matter to per- 
ſuade him, that it is as neceſſary for man 
to think, as it is, to act. 

The young and inexperienced ruſh 
eagerly on in the beaten track of fol- 
ly and: extravagance, without, ſo much 


as 


4 
fu 
1 1 2 
8 
2 
p 4 
ow” * 
1 
— 
=. 
2 9 
$ 2 * 
1 
„ 
1 
* * 
5 © 
7 
* 
7. 
4 
« 
* 
* 
K 
4 
4 by 
1 
* 


4 
—_— 
1 * 
1 
ew 
» * 
4 + 
—_ 
3 
8 « > is | 
LY. * 
4 * 
1 
4 
1. 4 
6 oi 
Ei] 
ti 
CA 
. 
* 
* 
4 
IT: 
1 
> 


8) 
as knowing or inquiring where it will 
lead to. 

It rarely, indeed, happens, but that in 
the viciflitude of human affairs, they meet 


with ſome circumſtance or other of difh- 


culty or diſappointment, which checks their 
career, and brings them back, for a mo- 
ment, to the right uſe of their underſtand- 
ing ; in ſuch an interval of reflection, there 
is hardly any man who does not acknow- 
ledge, on the whole, the vanity of earthly 
purſuits, and think it highly proper that 


he ſhould, ſome time or other, ſtate a juſt 
account between his hopes and his fears 
on the ſubject of eternity; but what uſual- 
ly prevents the good effect of theſe acci- 


dental diſpoſitions, is the irkſomeneſs of 
inquiring particularly into an account, 
which ſhews, at firſt ſight, a ballance not 
in his favour, but above all, an unwilling- 


neſs to correct the errors which occaſion it. 


Hence it is, that ſo many preſume on 


life, as a ſpendthrift does on his fortune, 
if there is but enough for the preſent 
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occaſion, they content themſelves with 
making a vague reſolution, that whenever 
it draws near an end, they will take up, 
and manage the remainder of it better. 
Such conduct, however, as to our tem- 
poral concerns, is, in the common opinion 
of mankind, regarded as folly or madneſs. 
With what conſideration and foreſight do 
men act, what impatience, what anxiety 
do they ſhew in procuring an eſtabliſh- 
ment for themſelves and their families ; 
yet, unaccountable as 1t may ſeem, but a 
comparative few are found to act on like 
principles of common ' prudence in the 
more 1mportant concerns of eternity. 
Comes this inattention to the future 
from an opinion that the things of this 
life, are of -more value than thoſe of an- 
other ? This, indeed, appears to be a very 
common concluſion, and what moſt men 
adopt without reflection. The happineſs of 


a future ſtate is ſeen as through an invert- 
ed teleſcope, which ſhews it at once dimi- 
niſhed, and removed to a greater diſtance 
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than in fact it is; while whatever is deſir- 
able in this world, is viewed in a way that 
magnifies its worth, far beyond its real pro- 
portion. Here lies the error, but men are 
hardly perſuaded to guard againſt a deceit, 
wherein they take pleaſure, or find at leaſt 
their preſent eaſe and ſatisfaction. 

Such, however, as will be brought to 
reflect at all, cannot but be convinced, 
that after the courſe of a very few years, 
all that now poſſeſs the earth muſt paſs 
away, like the millions which are gone al- 
ready. Reaſon ſuggeſts the probability of 
a future ſtate, Revelation declares the cer- 
tainty of a reſurrection to judgment. 
Under this conviction, what ſolid founda- 
tion, is there for peace, comfort, and ſatis- 
faction, if it is not to be met with in our 
own breaſt ? 

There alone is to be found that faith- 
ful monitor, which we ſhall do well to 
conſult upon all occaſions. Conſcience ſo 
long as we are diſpoſed to attend to it, will 


warn us of every danger; even though 
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we perſiſt to oppoſe its influence, it will 
for a while remonſtrate, then reproach, 
condemn, and puniſh ; ſtill, however, 
through every ſtage of guilt, even when it 
may appear to have forſaken us, it is ſtill 
near at hand, and ever true to our in- 


tereſt. Happy, indeed, is he, and he only 


can be truly and permanently happy, whoſe 
conſcience ſpeaks peace to him; ſuch a 
man is poſſeſſed of a treaſure, which the 
world can neither give nor take away. 

Be, then, the condition of any man what 
it may.—lIs he juſt entering on the public 
ſcene of temptation and danger ? or hav- 
ing long trodden in the path of guilt, is 
he about to take his final leave of the 
world ? The precept of my text 1s ſtill ap- 
plicable to him. The young and inno- 
cent cannot be acquainted too ſoon with 
his own heart, in order to acquire ſome 
fixed principles of virtue and religion, 
which may regulate his future conduct ; 
nor while it pleaſeth God to defer the fatal 
blow, is it too late for the aged to repent. 

Thus 
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Thus much on the neceſſity of com- 
muning with our own heart. I ſhall add 
a few words on the manner of doing it, 
and ſuggeſt ſuch ſubjects of meditation, as 
may properly and advantageouſly engage 
your ſerious attention. 

The Pſalmiſt, in the verſe from whence 
the text is taken, recommends retirement 
and ſilence; ſome men, indeed, may be 
able at all times, and in all places, to re- 
collect themſelves, and retire, as it were, 
into their own breaſt; but this degree of 
ſelf- command requires ſuch a habit of re- 
flection as but few are known to attain. 
The generality of us find it difficult to 
reſtrain the mind from wandering, even in 
the moſt ſerious acts of duty; involuntary 
ideas float on the imagination, and inter- 
rupt our devotions, even when there is no 
external object to ſeduce the attention. 
It is prudent, therefore, to take advantage 
frequently of retirement and privacy, to 
aſſiſt us againſt our infirmity, and occa- 
ſions will not be wanting to thoſe who are 
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inclined to profit by them, of communing 
with their own heart without any material 
interruption to the ordinary concerns, or 
recreations of life. 

The ſilence recommended by the Pſalm- 
iſt, 1s conformable to what our Saviour 
taught his diſciples ; not to uſe vain repe- 
titions. True devotion comes not fo much 
from the lips as the heart; the chief de- 
ſign and uſe of language is to convey our 
ideas to other men, not either to God or 


ourſelves, Our heavenly Father knoweth 


all our thoughts long before we can utter 
them; few words, therefore, are needful 
either in our meditations, or our prayers. 
The filent admiration of the divine attri- 
butes, the broken ſigh of a contrite ſpirit, 
or the unuttered effuſions of a grateful 
heart, will plead in our behalf at the mer- 
cy ſeat of God, beyond all the ſtudied 
grace of eloquence, 

Among the ſubjects proper to exerciſe 
our mind upon, there 1s hardly any to be 
found of greater efficacy in diſpoſing it ta 

vir- 
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virtue, than the ſhortneſs and uncertainty 
of human life. I am well aware that to 
men unaccuſtomed to ſuch a reflection, 
nothing can appear a more unwelcome and 
melancholy conſideration ; who has not 
frequently heard it obſerved, as a circum- 
{tance which in ſome degree alleviates the 
many evils incident to our condition, that 
the apprehenſion of what 1s ſure to happen, 
ſhould occur ſo ſeldom as it does? 

No conſideration, however, can more 
effectually diſpoſe us to moderate our 
worldly cares, or regulate our affections ; 
it lightens alſo the weight of affliction, by 
convincing us that our preſent evils are 
but of ſhort duration, and by directing 
our hopes to the more laſting happineſs of 
another life. 

The being and attributes of God are 
likewiſe, ſubjects moſt intereſting to us, 
and every way worthy of our frequent 
meditation. The more we think of God, 
the more muſt we love and adore him, and 
delight in ſo doing. 

Who 
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Who can reflect on the almighty power, 
the infinite juſtice, and the awful preſence. 
of God, and not be diſpoſed to behave to- 
wards him in a manner ſuitable to his 
dignity? Can we. be mindful that he is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity ? and not 
aſpire after a ſtate of purity and perfec- 
tion, Who can be ſenſible of the divine 
mercy in redeeming us from the condem- 
nation of ſin, and not feel his heart burn 
within him, while he communes with it on 
the love of God, till the fire of devotion 
is kindled, and breaks forth in effuſions of 
praiſe and thankſgiving. 

On theſe and ſuch like meditations we 
ſhall do well to dwell frequently, till we 
can both reliſh and retain them, Practice 
will, in a ſhort time, make them familiar 
and pleaſing to us, till at length the happy 
influence of ſome religious motive will, 
under the bleſſing of God, be found ever 
near at hand, whereby we may be enabled 
to regulate and ſubdue our inordinate af- 
fections. 


It 
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It is, indeed, much to be wiſhed, that 
men would make it their daily practice to 
dedicate ſome few moments when they 
riſe to devout meditation and prayers, nor 
ought it ever to be omitted at the hour of 
reſt, to cloſe the day, by recollecting ho- 
we have paſſed it. We are daily contract- 
ing guilt, and many things which ought 
to be repented of, may eſcape our notice, 
and hereafter ſwell the account againſt us, 
if not attended to, and corrected in time. 

If what has been ſaid on this ſubject, 
has had the deſired effect of diſpoſing you, 
to form a reſolution of acquainting your- 
ſelves with God and your own conſcience; 
leave not ſuch a diſpoſition behind you at 
the Church, but carry it with you to 
your chamber, and your pillow. Let the 
thought of God, and your duty towards 
him be henceforth ever preſent with you 

night and morning. Make but a trial of 
this plain and ſimple remedy, you will 
ſoon find it operate in every circumſtance 
of your lives, and diffuſe its influence over 


all. 
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all your actions. Your conduct will be 
every day more and more conformable to 
the precepts of the Goſpel, and if haply 
through infirmity, or accident you err 


from them, the return will be eaſy, and 
without delay, 
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SERMON III. 


EPISTLE of ST. JAMES, 
Chapter iv. Verſes 13, 14, 15. 


Go to now, Ye that ſay, To-day or to-mor- 
row we will go into ſuch a city, and con- 
tinue there a year, and buy, and ſell, and 
get gain: Whereas ye know not what ſhall 
be on the morrow. For what 1s your life ? 
Tt is even a vapour that appeareth for a . 
little time, and then vaniſbeth away. For 


that ye ought to ſay, If the Lord will, we 
ſhall live, and do this, or that. 


Ever ſince the creation of the world, 
the conſtant ſucceſſion of mankind has 


kept 
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kept an equal pace with the flow of time, 


one generation has paſſed away, and an- 


other has riſen up in its place, each year, 
and day making ſome change or other in 
the temporary poſſeſſors of the earth. 

View the ſepulchres of the Great, the 
Wealthy, and the Wiſe; what do all the 
ſplendid titles without, more than mark 
that ſuch men have exiſted ? Within 1s to 
be found the ſum of all human excellence, 
Duſt and Bones. 


That we too muſt follow the genera- 


tions of our forefathers, is a truth obvious 
from the hiſtory of every people, and con- 
firmed too by the evidence of our own 
daily obſervation ; ſo familiar, indeed, are 
the proofs, from their frequency, that we 
give them but a momentary attention. 


We feel, for a while, the particular loſs 


of a relation or friend, but overlook with- 
out concern or application, the general 
certainty and awfulneſs of death itſelf. 


Nor is this to be wondered at, when 


we contemplate the bulk of mankind, en- 
0 gaged 
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gaged ſo buſily as they are in the various 
purſuits of this tranſitory life. Projects 
of gain, honour, or pleaſure, find a place 
in every man's breaſt ; even they whoſe 
neceſſities oblige them to riſe early, and 
late take reſt, in order to provide them- 
ſelves, and their families with a ſcanty 
portion of daily bread, even they, the 
prudent and ſober part at leaſt, have ſome 
more diſtant object in view to which they 
preſs forward, in hopes by the acquiſition, 
to obtain a favourable change in their cir- 
cumſtances and ſituation. 

The prevalence of this expectation, is 
ſtill more conſpicuous in the higher gra- 
dations of ſociety; nor is the human mind 
leſs impelled by imaginary than real wants. 
Be the circumſtances, or ſituation in life, 
ever ſo favourable, be the preſent time 
gratified by all the enjoyments of health, 
affluence, and honours, ſtill nevertheleſs 
there appears in the generality of men 
ſomething wanting to fill up the meaſure 
of their content, which they endeavour to 


ſupply 
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ſupply by the purſuit of a diſtant object. 
So that it ſeems to be the natural lot of 
man, through the whole courſe of his ex- 
iſtence to depend for great part of his 
ſatisfaction upon futurity. 

But, admitting the fact, as it is here 
ſtated, and that men are ſo formed as ever 
to have in view the attainment of ſome 
greater good than what they actually poſ- 
ſeſs. It may not unreaſonably be aſked, 
Where is the guilt or folly in indulging 
the hope of future advantages, and endea- 
vouring to acquire them, provided the 
means employed are free from fraud, in- 
juſtice, or oppreſſion? Is it not a diſpoſi- 
tion both uſeful and laudable to be anxi- 
ous for the future welfare of ourſelves and 
our families? 

There is nothing in the paſſage of my 
text which can juſtly be conſtrued to im- 
ply cenſure on a proper regard to our own 
temporal concerns ; nor 1s there the leaſt 
reaſon to ſuppoſe that the Apoſtle meant 
to.diſcourage either prudence in the ma- 
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nagement of our fortune, or activity in 
carrying into execution our lawful deſigns 


for its improvement. 


True religion neither drives us to the 
deſert, nor to the cloiſter ; nor is it neceſ- 
ſary that in order to be Chriſtians we muſt 
ceaſe to be men. Wealth, power, and 
honours in the proſpect of life may reaſon- 


ably ſtimulate and encourage us to action, 


in the ſeveral departments we are qualified 
to fill, without the imputation of avarice, 
or unwarrantable ambition. ; 

The purpoſe of the Apoſtle is, to repreſs 
the rage of an immoderate attachment to 
the things of this life ; but principally to 
reprove the preſumption of ſuch as plan 
their worldly ſchemes without properly 
conſidering their dependance upon the 
providence and favour of God. 
| Were men but candidly inclined to ac- 
knowledge the fallacy of thoſe arguments 
whereby they find pleaſure in being de- 
ceived; we need but refer them to the light 
of nature, for the diſcovery of their folly, 
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in ſetting too high a value on the objects of 
their ordinary purſuits. 

Reaſon, unaſſiſted by revelation, has 
ſhewn with the force of truth and wiſdom, 
the vanity of an exceſſive fondneſs for any 
thing which this world has to give, as 
well from the uncertainty of life as from 
the precarious duration and variable in- 
fAuence of the objects themſelves. h 

The Apoftle infiſts only on the firſt of 
theſe conſiderations ; 1t 1s, indeed, alone 
ſufficient to eſtabliſh the charge both of 
folly and preſumption on the vain boaſt- 
ing of thoſe, who, confident either in the 
ſecurity of their exiſtence, or ſucceſs, ſay, 
To-day or to-morrow we will go into ſuch a 
city, and continue there a year, and buy, and 
fell, and get gain: Ye know not, ſays he, 
what ſhall be on the morrow; For what is 
your life? It is even a vapour that appearetb 
for a little time, and vaniſheth away. 

This plain reflection, obvious as it is to 
the underſtanding, is, nevertheleſs, with 
difficulty brought home to the heart, we 

readily 
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readily admit its truth, without adopting 


it as a principle to influence our conduct. 


But of what avail is it that we are con- 


vinced of its truth, while it remains only 
a matter of barren ſpeculation ? To what 
purpoſe are we perſuaded, we mult ſurely 
die, unleſs we are inſtructed thereby how 
we ought to live? Te know not what ſball be 
on the morrow, the preſent day may be the 
laſt, this night thy ſoul be required of thee. 


Inſtead, then, of anxiouſly attending to 


diſtant projects, which may poſſibly never 


be accompliſhed at all, and if they ſhould, 


may produce conſequences the very reverſe 


of what was expected from them, ought 
it not rather to be our firſt care, to ſecure 
the moments as they paſs, and to make 


ſuch uſe of the time preſent, that we may 
ever be prepared for an event which we, 
know ſooner or later will ſurely happen, 
and for ought any of us can tell, may 
happen before the morrow. - 

But, if folly and preſumption be juſtly 
chargeable upon thoſe who ſpeak of their 

| C2 plans, 
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plans, as if they had an abſolute property 
in the time to come, even when the ob- 
jects they have in view, are in their nature 
not only lawtul, but commendable, what 
mult we think of their levity, who have 
no higher purſuits, than the vanities of 
dreſs, equipage, and diſſipation? And with 
how much greater ſeverity might the 
Apoſtle have reproved the arrogance of 
others, whoſe end propoſed, is in itſelf 
criminal, and the means of attaining it, 
baſe and wicked ? 
The text I have choſen, having cen- 
fured the vain ſpirit of confidence, fur- 
niſhes us in the latter part of it with a 
rule of conduct at once applicable to 
our undertakings, our condition, and our 
duty. Ye ought to ſay, if the Lord will, 
ye ſhall live, and ds this, or that. 
No conſideration can be more efficaci- 
ous in correcting the nature of our deſires, 
than that which takes into their firſt for- 
mation the concurrence of God's will ; 
ſuch-a connection of thought muſt act on 
the 
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the mind impreſſed with it, as the moſt 
peremptory reſtraint againſt all ſchemes 
of violence, fraud, or impurity. If our 
deſign be of ſuch a complexion or tenden- 
cy, that it will not bear to have prefixed 
this qualifying introduction, , the Lord 
20111,” conſcience cannot, in a more diſtinct 
manner, declare againſt it; it ought at 
once to be abandoned. 

Nor is it ſufficient that what we pro- 
poſe be in itſelf innocent, the means em- 
ployed in its execution, or the end we 
have in view, may ſtill render it criminal; 
© If the Lord will,” is, therefore, as appli- 
cable to the furtherance of our deſign, and 
the conſequences of it, as to his permiſ- 
ſion for our undertaking it at all. 
Sin, like the fruit which tempted Eve, 
may appear pleaſing to the eye, and if we 
liſten to the ſuggeſtion, that its conſequen- 
ces are remote, or uncertain, our ſeduction 
is eaſy; let its real quality be brought 
at once to the teſt of its correſpondence 
C3 with 
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with God's pleaſure, it will then inſtantly 
ſtart forth in its natural deformity. 

Nor leſs ſuitable to our condition, as 
tranſitory and dependent beings, 1s the 
precept of my text, which inculcates re- 
ſignation to the will of God. 

The 7/ſues of life are in the hands of our 
Creator. How many have periſhed in the 
weakneſs of infancy ! How many have 
-been cut off in the vigour of youth and 
manhood ! and even thoſe who have at- 
tained the full meaſure of old age, have 
upon the review found the term of life 
but as a ſpan long—as 4 vapour it hath 
vaniſhed away. 

Fearful and melancholy as death may 
appear to men unaccuſtomed to reflect 
upon it willingly ; a ſenſe of guilt only, 
or an inordinate attachment to the things 
of this life, exhibit it ſurrounded with 
horrors. 

It muſt, indeed, be acknowledged, that 
frail and imperfect as human nature is, 

and 


his terrors. 


C 39. ) 


and ſenſible as the very beſt among us 
muſt be, how far they fall ſhort of uner- 
ring obedience, the proſpect into that 
ſcene which hes beyond the grave, though 
illumined by the chearful rays of light 
Chriſtianity has diffuſed upon it, muſt ſtill 
be ſolemn and awful; nor can we look 
forward to the ſeparation from all we hold 


dear to us, which is ſurely, and ſhortly 


to take place, (though but for a ſeaſon) 
without yielding to the tender concern, 
and affections of humanity ; the more, 
however, we arc prepared to expect the 
loſs, the leſs grievous will it be to us, and 
by accuſtoming the mind to contemplate 


death at a diſtance, we ſhall find on his 


nearer approach, that he is diſarmed of all 

A ſubmiſſive reſignation to the diſpoſal 
of God's providence, is a matter of duty 
alſo, as we are altogether dependent upon 


his power, goodneſs, and mercy for all we 
have, and all we hope for. What, indeed, 
' have we that we have not received? Now if 
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we have received it, why boaſt we, as if aue 
had received it not? 

Whatever, therefore, O man, may be thy 
lot in life, remember, that it is a trial im- 
poſed upon thy humility, or thy patience. 
Has God bleſſed thee with riches and 
proſperity ?—Put not thy truſt in their 
abundance, but employ them to the good 
of thy fellow-creatures, and God's glory. 
Conſider thyſelf entruſted with that which 
is dangerous in its abuſe, and which with- 
out gratitude, humility, and benevolence 
cannot be turned to thine own advantage. 

Art thou poor, infirm, afflicted ?—Pati- 
ence and reſignation are the virtues more 
particularly required of thee. David even 
after he was exalted from a private ſtation 
to the throne, thought it good for him 
that he had been affiifted. And better, ſays 
the wiſe man, 1s it to go into the houſe of 
mourning, than to the houſe of wi if the 
living will lay it to heart. 

In every condition, not leſs happy than 
religious, is that man, who, ſenſible of his 

de- 
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dependence on God, and confident in the 
divine goodneſs and juſtice, can ſay with 
Job, the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away, bleſſed be the name of the Lord! + 

After all our reaſonings, it will, never-) 
theleſs be found that the mind of man, 
muſt ſtill look beyond the preſent hour ; 
we are made for futurity, we cannot, we 
ought not to forget our intereſt in it. 

The aim of this diſcourſe has been only 
to divert you from engaging too much of 
your attention to the tranſitory concerns 
of this ſhort/ and precarious ſtate of exiſt- 
ence. 

Let us, therefore, but transfer our hope 
of ſomething ſtill to be enjoyed away from «+ 
this world, to that happineſs, which God 
hath prepared for them that love him in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Let us ſhew forth our love 
by obedience to his commands, then may 
our deſires, our expectation, and our con- 
fidence have an unbounded ſcope for acti- 
vity 1n the purſuit. 

The good we then ſhall have in view, 

will 
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will fubject us to no difappointments, 
unmixed in its nature, certain in its effect, 
and in its duration, laſting as eternity.— 
— That we may all finally partake of it, 
God of his infinite mercy grant, through 
Jeſus Chriſt. 
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SERMON IV. 


FIRST EPISsTLE fo the CORINTHIANS, 
Chapter xv. Verſes 17, 18, 19, 20. 


F Chriſt be not raiſed, your Faith is vain 
ye are yet in your fins. Then they alſo 

which are fallen aſleep in Chriſt are pe- 
riſhed. Tf in this life only wwe have hope 
in Chriſt, we are of all men moſt miſe- 
rable. But now is Chriſt riſen from the 
dead, and become the firſt fruits of them 
that ſlept. 


OT. PAUL throughout the chapter of 
which theſe words of my text are part, 
treats expreſſly of the General Reſurrec- 


tion 


1 


tion of the Dead; and what he delivers 
on this article of Faith, merits our moſt 
ſerious attention, whether we conſider the 
importance of the ſubject itſelf, or the 
force of his arguments concerning it. 
The principal evidence on which he 
maintains that the Dead ſhall riſe again, 
is the actual inſtance of Chriſt's Reſur- 
reftion ; on the truth of this ſingle fact, 
he reſts indeed the whole ſyſtem of Chriſ- 
tianity. * F Chriſt, ſays he, be not raiſed, 


vour Faith is vain, ye are yet in your fins, 


and they wh! ch are fallen aſteep i in Chriſt are 


periſhed. 


That the Meſſiah, in the execution of 
the gracious purpoſes for which he was 
to appear in the world, ſhould ſuffer an 
ignominious death, had been plainly fore- 


told by the Prophets. Thus therefore it 


behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, ere he aſſumed 
the character of our Redeemer; nor could 


there have been ſuch ample ground of 
aſſurance as there is, that he had obtained 


for us the victory over Sin and Death, 
5 had 


C244 3 


had he himſelf been ſwallowed up in the 
grave, and his ſpirit left to reſt as under 
the common lot of mortality. To his 
Reſurrection our Saviour had appealed 
before his death for the fulleſt teſtimony 
of his divine character, and had he not 
actually riſen again, the concluſion could 
have been no other; than that he had im- 
poſed upon his followers, and that ſuch 
as had died in the confidence of his in- 
terceſſion, had periſhed under a vain ex- 
pectation. 

St. Paul not only admits this reaſoning 
to be juſt, but adds likewiſe, that his own 
conduct, and the conduct of the Apoſtles 
in atteſting the truth of Chriſt's reſurrec- 
tion, was abſurd on any other ſuppoſition, 
than the certainty, that Chriſt had actually 
riſen, and the firm perſuaſion that they 
in like manner ſhould riſe again from the 
dead. F in this hife only wwe have hope in 
Chriſt, wve are of all men moſt um ſerable. 

In this mode of reaſoning the Apoſtle 
neither appears to proceed on doubtful 


evidence, 
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evidence, 'nor to be hurried away by the 


zeal of enthuſiaſm. He reaſons coolly, 


and methodically ; © We who make pro- 
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feſſion of Chriſtianity are ſubject on 
that account to contempt, and re- 
proach, to perſecution, impriſonment, 
and death; conſidering then our ſitu- 
ation with reſpect te this life only, it 
is evident we can gain no advantage by 
our conduct ; on the contrary, we ex- 
poſe ourſelves wilfully to all the evils 
which are inflicted upon us, and are 
confeſſedly more miſerable than other 
men. It muſt therefore be acknow- 
ledged that having no intereſt in im- 
poſing an untruth upon you, we our- 
ſelves at leaſt muſt be perſuaded of the 
fact we atteſt, and truſt to another ſtate 
of exiſtence for the recompence of our 


«© preſent ſelf-denial and perſeverance.” 


In anſwer to this it may be ſaid, — the 


argument does indeed prove, that the 
Apoſtle, and his aſſociates were fully ſatis- 
fied with the evidence, but they might 


ſtill 


AR 
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ſtill believe upon evidence inſufficient to 
eſtabliſh the faith of others who have 
more diſcernment, and leſs credulity. 

The point then to be farther conſidered 
is, whether the witneſſes of fo extraordi- 
nary a fact were not deceived. 

Were they hurried away by an affec- 
tionate attachment to their maſter, or led 
into the miſtake by that natural diſpoſi- 
tion we all have, of readily admitting 
what we wiſh to be true? — Such in- 
ſtances are not uncommon in the hiſtory 
of the human. mind. 

But impreſſions of a direct oppoſite 
tendency appear to have prejudiced the 
Apoſtles ; no ſooner was Chriſt led away 
to judgment than his followers at once 
forſook him, and fled. They all forſook 
him, though they were conſcious of his 
innocence, and had ſeen the moſt ſtriking 
inſtances of his power, and authority. 
Peter indeed had the courage, perhaps 
rather the curioſity only, to attend the 
event of his trial; but he who had fo 

lately 
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lately acknowledged him to be the Son of 
the- living God, and had zealouſly pro- 


feſſed his reſolution rather to die with 
him, than to deny him ; he who in the 


firſt tranſport of his paſſion had drawn 


the ſword in his defence, no ſooner ſaw 
him led away to the judge, than he de- 
nies, with an oath, having ever had the 
leaſt connection, or acquaintance / with 
him. 

We do indeed read that the Diſciples fo 
far recovered from their conſternation, as 
again to aſſemble themſelves together ſoon 
after their Maſter's death, the meeting 
being held privately and the doors ſhut, 
for fear of the Jews. The apprehenſion 


for their perſonal ſecurity was too well 
founded, they knew, that ſuſpicions had 


been entertained of their having a deſign 
to ſteal away the dead body ; had they 
been diſcovered together, they might pro- 
bably have fallen a ſacrifice to the popular 


fury, which the Chief Prieſts and Pha- 
riſees had excited againſt them, —At this 


meeting 


6111 


meeting the firſt intelligence was brought 
to them of Chriſt being riſen from the 
dead, by ſome women who had viſited his 
ſepulchre with ſo little expectation of 
finding him alive, that they had carried 
ſpices with them to embalm his body. 
Nor were the Diſciples more ſanguine, 
or credulous ; the words of the women ſeem- 
ed to them as idle tales, and they believed them 
not. So that notwithſtanding Chriſt had 
foretold to them he would rife again on 
the third day, and the morning of that 
day was come, only two of the company 
had courage, affection, or curioſity enough 
to go to the ſepulchre for farther infor- 
mation. + 
Even the repeated evidence which was 


0 preſented to them, did not meet with an 
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caſy reception; the ſame day at evening, 


when the doors were ſtill ſhut for fear of 
the Jews, our Saviour himſelf appeared in 


the midſt, and although they muſt have 


been prepared for this circumſtance by 
what had before been related to them, 


fo far were they from credulity, or from 
D yield- 


1 


yielding an eaſy aſſent to the report of his 
reſurrection, that they were terrified, ſup- 
poſing they ſaw only his ſpirit, nor would 
they be convinced to the contrary, until 
Jeſus kindly condeſcended to ſubmit to the 
fulleſt proof which their ſenſes could re- 
quire, or admit. He called for meat and 
did eat before them, he invited them to 
touch his body, and be ſatisfied that it 
was real Fleſh and Bone. 

St, Thomas happened to be abſent from 
this meeting, and though the circum- 
ſtances of evidence were related to him, 
ſo little ſatisfied was he with the teſtimo- 
ny of his brethren, that he till declared 
the mere ſight, and touch of his Maſter 
could not convince him, he muſt put his 
fingers into the print of the nails, and thruſt 
his hand into his fide. Chriſt invited him to 
do ſo, and nothing could more forcibly ex- 
preſs the Apoſtle's conviction than his imme- 
diate exclamation, My Lord! and my God !* 

Whoever candidly attends to this rela- 


* St, John, ch. xx. ver. 28. 


tion 
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tion cannot ſurely ſuſpe& the Diſciples to 
have been either prejudiced by affection, 
or hurried away by credulity, to hazard 
their lives in atteſting to others a fact, 
which, it appears, they themſelves had 
been ſo very flow of heart to believe. 

Nor was there any thing in the man- 
ners, and characters of the Apoſtles which 
can afford the leaſt pretence to treat them 
as viſionary enthuſiaſts, The hiſtory of 
their acts, and their writings alſo are in 
our hands, which exhibit a convincing 
proof of their ſimplicity, veracity, and 
diſintereſtedneſs. | 

It is indeed true, that on a ſudden a very 
ſurpriſing change took place in their con- 


i duct. Their fears were wholly forgotten, 
and regardleſs of threats, and impriſon- 


ment, they not only bore witneſs to the 
Reſurrection of their Maſter, but boldly 
charged the Chief Prieſts, and Elders with 
having crucified the Meſſiah. To what 
could ſuch a daring aſſertion be imputed 
but to a clear and poſitive conviction, 
| D 2 that 
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that Chriſt was really riſen from the 
Dead ? | 

The foundation therefore of our Faith 
ſtandeth ſure as the force of teſtimony 
can make it. It 1s confirmed too both by 
nature, and reaſon, that the Dead ſhall 
riſe again. 

For to what end was the deſire of Im- 
mortality implanted in the human breaſt, 
and why are we formed to entertain a 
conſtant hope of future happineſs, if nei- 
ther be attainable ? 

When we contemplate. the. wad ful 
diſplay of deſign 1 in the creation, and diſ- 
poſition of the univerſe, and ſee how 
admirably adapted it is to the uſe, and 
convenience of man, can we reaſonably 
ſuppoſe that He for whom all theſe things 
were made, was intended for no farther 
purpoſe of divine wiſdom and goodneſs, 
than after this ſhort, imperfect, and frail 
exiſtence, to ſink into annihilation ? 

What means that fearful anxiety, which 
fo diſtracts the Sinner at the approach of 
Death ? 
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Death? Whence that ſmile of peace and 
ſecurity on the countenance of the Juſt, 
if after this life there be no reſurrection 
from the dead ? 

Admitting however that the proſpect 
into a future life was indiſtinctly ſeen 
under a ſtate of nature, it is now brought 
fully to light by the Goſpel. 

Since therefore Chriſt is riſen from the 
Dead, and become the firſt fruits of them 
that flept, we in like manner ſhall ſurely 
riſe again, and every man muſt then re- 
ceive the reward of his conduct, be it 
good or evil. Judge ye for yourſelves, Bre- 
thren, what manner of perſons ye ought to be. 
It were better for the impenitent ſinner 


that all ſhould end in the grave, than for 


him to riſe to judgment, who has nothing 


to hope for, and every thing to fear. — 


Whoſoever therefore looks for peace, and 
comfort from the knowledge of this great 
truth, ſhould according to the exhortation 
of St. Paul purify himſelf, that Hike as Chri/t 
was' raiſed up from the dead by the glory of 

| D 3 | the 
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the Father, even ſo be alſo ſhould walk in 
newneſs of life. 
Awake then thou that ſleepeſt, from thy 
ſpiritual ſlumber, ariſe from dead works. 
Vain is the imagination, that becauſe Chriſt 
died to ſave ſinners, and roſe again for their 
juſtification, all ſuch as merely admit the 
fact, will conſequently be ſaved, or thoſe 
juſtified who wilfully perſiſt in their wick- 
edneſs. The ſufferings of Chriſt will in 
no wiſe avail thoſe who are not made con- 
formable to his death by dying unto ſin, and 
mortifying their evil luſts ; neither can 
any man reaſonably expect to partake of 
the benefits, and glory of our Lord's Re- 
ſurrection, who is not planted in the likeneſs 
thereof by the reformation of his life. 
Faith then in the merits, and inter- 
ceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt is the right prin- 
ciple of action, but holineſs muſt be the 
end we aim at. Let the belief of a future 
ſtate be firmly rooted in your hearts, but 
not ſuffered to he there a barren ſpecu- 
lative truth; meditate upon it, and cheriſh 
| it, 
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it, till it acquires a predominant influence 
over every thought, word, and action; 
there is no good affection which it may 
not aſſiſt and ſtrengthen, no evil inclina- 
tion which, under the bleſſing of God's 
grace, it may not effectually repreſs. 

It is alſo the ſureſt ſupport a man can 
have in difficulty, and diſtreſs. It teach- 
eth the beſt leſſon of wiſdom as well as 
duty, namely, that of patient ſubmiſſion 
to the will of God, under the firm per- 
ſuaſion, that he hath appointed a day, in 
which he will judge the world in righte- 
ouſneſs, and deal impartial juſtice to all 
mankind. 118 | 

The hurry of buſineſs in ſome men, 
and the diſſipation of pleaſure in others, 
are but too apt to turn aſide the mind 
from the more diſtant proſpect of a fu- 
ture ſtate; it is the duty therefore of the 
Preacher to remind you, that theſe things 
will ſhortly paſs away like a dream; a 
new ſcene will then open itſelf, ſubject 
neither to change nor limitation. How 

t D 4 ſoon 
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ſoon we may enter upon it no man know- 
eth; millions have paſſed at the firſt ſtep 
from the Cradle to the Grave. Neither 
Riches, Strength, nor Youth itſelf can 
ſecure to- their poſſeſſors a ſingle day. 
Nay the preſent. hour may be our laſt, 
and the account of our deſerts be cloſed 
before night until the day of final retri- 
bution. | 
Let it enen be your frequent, your 
daily practice, to examine into your hopes, 
and fears on the ſubject of a future ſtate ; 
can ye meditate on that ſolemn theme 
without the ſtings of a wounded conſci- 
ence? Happy are ye! and the habit of 
entertaining ſuch reflections 1s to you beſt 
recommended by the ſatisfaction you muſt 
derive from them ; if on the contrary no- 
thing preſents itſelf to the mind but the 
fearful expectation of wrath, ſeek not 
peace as Felix did by putting off the con- 
ſideration, till a more convenient ſeaſon, 
but turn inſtantly from the evil of your 
way, no ſeaſon can ever be found more 
convenient, 
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convenient, certainly none ſo proper as 
the preſent. 

God grant you the will to accept the 
means of ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt, 
and to bring them to good effect by the 
aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit; to whom with 
the Father and the Son be all honour, 
and glory, now, and for ever. 
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SERMON V. 


ST. MATTHEW, 
Chapter v. Verſe 17. 


Think not that I am come to deſtroy the Law or 
the Prophets, J am not come to deſtroy, but 


to fulfil. N 


TI E Jewiſh Religion before the coming 
of our Saviour, was much corrupted from 
its original purity. The nation was di- 
vided into ſects and parties, eager in their 
diſputes about the forms and ceremonies 
of worſhip, while they neglected the prac- 
tice of holineſs attached to the ſhadow 
of religion they forgot the ſubſtance of it. 

The 


466 


The chief diviſion was that of the Sad- 
ducees and Phariſees; the firſt ſeem to have 
derived their opinions from the philoſophy 
prevalent in the Gentile world. They 
denied the Immortality of the Soul, the 
Reſurrection of the Dead, and the Being 
of Spirit or Angel; it does not indeed 
appear. that they profeſſed to diſbelieve the 
exiſtence of a God, but if they worſhipped 
him at all, it could be with the expecta- 
tion of no other recompence, than tem- 
poral bleſſings. Their opinions, however, 
ſo little ſuited to the natural affections of 
Hope and Fear, which alternately prevail 
in the human mind, were not generally 
admitted ; nor was either their reputation 
or their authority equal to that of the 
Phariſees, who by an affected ſanctity. of 
life, and a ſcrupulous obſervance of the 
ceremonial law, had acquired the higheſt 
character for piety, and were held in much 
veneration by the people; | theſe fair ap- 
peatances impoſed upon the 1gnorance 
and credulity of the multitude ; it is, 

never- 


( 61 ) 


© nevertheleſs, evident from ſeveral cir- 
f cumſtances of their conduct, and from 
7 the expreſs charge of our Saviour, that 
” inwardly they were worldly, falſe and 


1 


1 


vain, and therefore aptly compared by our 


Lord to ſepulchres, adorned and beautiful 


without, but within full of rottenneſs and 
bones. 

Chriſtianity had a direct a to ex- 
poſe the erroneous doctrines of one ſect, 
and the vain pretenſions of the other. The 
main purpoſe of Chriſt's miniſtry was to 
bring life and immortality to light, but as 
the moſt convincing argument depended 
upon his own reſurrection from the dead, 
it was not probable that the Sadducees 


would beat the trouble to contradict him or 


contend with him; conceited as they were 
of their own wiſdom, and but little in- 
tereſted (as they imagined) in what he 


taught, it was natural for them to deſpiſe, 


or diſregard both him and his doctrine. 
On the other hand, as our Saviour ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the multitude, and plain- 


ly 
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ly taught that true religion did not con- 
fiſt merely in formal attention to the cere- 
monials of the law; that an oſtentation of 
faſting and prayer, although it exhibited 
the ſign of holineſs, was yet far removed 
from the eſſence of it, that it was, in vain 
to waſh their cups and veſſels, unleſs their 
hands were innocent and their hearts were 
pure. The application was too obvious 
for the Phariſees not to ſee that their 
character was alluded to, and their import- 
ance in danger, fince it was on thoſe very 
obſervances they had founded their credit 
and authority. 

Through fear, however, of the multi- 
tude, who regarded Jeſus as a prophet, they 
were reſtrained from laying violent hands 
upon him; to counteract this impreſſion, 
then, and to degrade his character in the 
eſtimation of the people, they repreſented 
him as a profane companion of Publicans 
and Sinners, a Breaker of the Sabbath, and 
a ſetter- forth of New Doctrines. 


Our bleſſed Lord was well aware of the 
pre- 


( 63 ) 


prejudices which might be conceivedagainſt 
him from this miſrepreſentation; he, there- 


fore, obviates the charge by forewarning 
his diſciples not to think, that he was come 
to deflroy the Law and the Prophets, but to ful- 


7 fil them. Till heaven and earth paſs, ſaid he, 


one ot or one tittle all in no wiſe paſs from 
the law, till all be fulfilled. 

The occaſion and intent of our Saviour's 
declaration in my text, being thus ex- 
plained, the farther object of this diſcourſe 
is to point out to you in what manner 
Chrift fulfilled the Law, and the Prophets. 

By the Law and the Prophets is plainly 
underſtood that rule of life delivered from 
God to the Jews by the Mofaical diſpen- 
ſation, and which from time to time was 
confirmed and inforced by ſucceeding re- 
velations. It conſiſted of two parts, the 
ceremomal ordinances, which derived their 
obligation from the poſitive command of 
God, and the moral mſtitutes, which to- 
gether with the expreſs authority of the 
divine will, had the ſanction of conſcience, 

| and 
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and correſponded with thoſe diſtinctions 
of right and wrong, which are natural to 
the human mind. 

God had been pleaſed in the nad age 
of the world, to ſelect the deſcendants of 
the righteous Abraham from among the 
nations of the earth, in order to keep up 
the knowledge of himſelf among men, and 
to perpetuate the promiſe and hope of a 
Redeemer, until the time of its accom- 
pliſhment ſhould arrive. Whoever, keep- 
ing this deſign in view, attends to the 
nature and ' ſcope. of thoſe ordinances, 
which were blended with the civil polity 


of the Jews, will eaſily diſcern the relation 


which that ſingular inſtitution had to the 
coming and office of the Meſſiah. 46] 

A diſtinction was ordered to be pre- 
ſerved, not among the ſeveral tribes only, 
but among the particular families of each 
tribe, until the Hape of Iſrael ſhould ap- 
pear, and his deſcent [be aſcertained from 


the tribe of Juda, in the houſe and lineage 
of Davids. when the end, therefore, of 


this, 
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this, and ſuch like ordinances was attained, 
the means became no further neceſſary and 
of courſe were to ceale. 

The ſame concluſion extends alſo to the 
Jewiſh ſacrifices, which St. Paul obſerves 
to have had only a ſhadoro of the good things to 
come, meaning the Death of Chriſt ; I was 
nat poſſible, ſays the Apoſtle, that the blood of 
bulls and goats ſhould take away fins, nor could. 
thoſe ſacrifices which were offered year by year 
continually, make the comers thereunto perfect. * 

There was, then, no intrinſic efficacy 
in the burnt offerings themſelves ; they 
ſerved, indeed, to teach the Jews that they 
ſtood in need of ſome atonement and me- 
diation, they led them to the knowledge 
of the Meſſiah's character, and directed 


> their hopes to the mercy of God, through 


the ſacrifice of Chriſt's blood; he by offer- 
ing himſelf once for all to be the propiti- 
ation for the fins of the whole world, made 
the figures alluding to his death, of no 
farther uſe and neceſſity. 


Ep. to Heb. ch. x. ver. I. 4. 
E From 


( 66 ) 

From the time, therefore, that the Law 
and Prophets were thus fulfilled by the 
coming and death of Chriſt, God appears 
to have withdrawn that particular regard 
by which he had ſo long diſtinguiſhed the 
Jewiſh nation ; their laws, their govern- 
ment, and religion ſubmitted to the will 
of their conquerors ; their magnificent tem- 
ple was deſtroyed, their country taken from 
them, and a miſerable remnant was diſ- 
perſed over the whole earth, carrying every 
where with them to this day the proof of 
their own obſtinacy, and bearing an unwil- 


ling evidence to the truth of Chriſtianity. 


Theſe calamities which befel the nation, 


rendered the obſervation of great part of 


the ceremonial law no longer practicable ; 
its obligation had ceaſed before, on its 
purpoſes being completed. 

But the Moſaical diſpenſation was not 
only a ſyſtem of ceremonial inſtitution 3 


it contained alſo the choiceſt precepts of 


morality, inforcing, under the authority 
of God's expreſs command, the practice 


of 
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bf what our reaſon muſt at once admit 
and approve, as conducive to the general 
happineſs of mankind. 

Notwithſtanding the many diſcoveries, 
and improvements which had been made 
in the other branches of knowledge, the 
heathen ſyſtems of morality were very partial 
and defective, and although the Gentiles 
did by nature certain things contained in the 
law, and were able by their own ſenſe of 
good and evil, to become in ſome reſpects, 
a law unto themſelves; yet the command- 
ments delivered from Mount Sinai to the 
Iſraelties, diſplay an excellence fo ſuperior 
to what the Gentile world had been able to 


= diſcover, that from their internal evidence 
alone, we might reafonably conclude they 


were written by the finger of God. 


It is, nevertheleſs, plain that the Moral 


*Law, was not delivered in its fulleſt extent 
to the Jews before the coming of Chriſt; 
0 it comprehended indeed in general terms 
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the outlines of the duty which ariſes from 
the relation we bear to God, and each 
E 2 other; 


( 68 ) 


other ; but in a manner correſpondetit to 
the divine intention of leading to a farther 
revelation, which Moſes himſelf had de- 
clared ſhould in due time be made known ; 
The Lord ſaid to me, I will raiſe them up a 
prophet from among their brethren like unto 
thee, and will put my words into his mouth and 
he ſhall ſpeak unto them all that T fhall com- 
mand him, and it ſhall come to paſs that who- 
ſoe ver will not hearken unto my words, which 
be ſhall ſpeak in my name, I will require it of 
him. 

St. Paul, therefore, juſtly obſerves, that 
Chriſt obtained @ more excellent miniſtry by 
how much alſo he is the mediator of a better 


covenant which was eſtabliſhed upon better 


promiſes.* 

The change which was to take place in. 
the divine ceconomy by Chriſt's miniſtry, 
was manifeſted at his transfiguration on the 
mount ; no ſooner had the ſcene of glory 
cloſed with the voice from heaven com- 


* Ep. to Heb, ch. viii. ver. 6. 
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manding his diſciples to hear him, than 
they lifted up their eyes, and ſaw Jeſus 
alone ;—Moſes and Elias had diſappeared, 


the Law and the Prophets gave way to the 


Goſpel. 

Having explained to you the manner 
in which Chriſt fulfilled the Ceremonaal 
Law, I proceed to ſhew that he completed 
alſo, and brought to perfection the Moral 
Law. 

Whoſoever will candidly attend to the 
ſeveral precepts and doctrines delivered in 
the courſe of Chriſt's miniſtry, and re- 
corded in the New Teſtament, will find 
rules of life adapted to all the various cir- 
cumſtances of our condition, as dependent 
and ſocial beings. 

The Goſpel inculcates a ſpirit of purity, 
of meekneſs, and benevolence, unlike every 
thing which had before entered the mind 
of man; the moral and ſocial virtues are 
there ſet in a fuller light, than they had 
ever been ſeen in before, and carried to a- 
higher degree of perfection than they had 

5 . been 


11 


1 


been by the beſt inſtitutes of Heathen phi- 
loſophy, or even in the diſpenſation de- 
livered by Moſes. 

It was the declared object of the Moſaical 
Jifpenſation to reſtrain the propenſity of 
the Jewiſh Nation to idolatry ; it forbad all 
acts of Violence and Injuſtice; it pre- 


ſcribed rules for the External Worſhip of 
'God, and regulated the viſible intercourſe 


of men with each other; But Chriſtianity 
ſtopped not there; it directed its influence 
to the heart; it Nie its diſeiples to 
worſhip the ſame God, not with formal 
rites and ceremonies only, but i ſpirit and 
in truth : It forbad not merely the Com- 
miſſion of a crime, but the Secret Inten- 
tion, and commanded men to abſtain even 
from the Appearance of Evil. 

In contradiction to all the vain ideas of 
pride and ambition, and in oppoſition to the 
bent of the Jewiſh Nation, our Saviour bids 
his diſciples learn of him to be meek and low- 
ly, and mean as this ſelf-denying principle 
may {till be thought by the worldly mind- 
| ed, 
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ed, yet nothing is more certain, than that 


Pride was not made for Man ; Humility, 


Meekneſs, and Reſignation, properly be- 
long to our condition as Weak, Depen- 
dent, and Sinful Beings, and whatever 
claim a haughty and aſſuming conduct 
may have to the pre-eminence of this 
world, yet bl:ffed are the poor in ſpirit, for 
therr”s is the kingdom of Heaven. 

With reſpect to Benevolence, the utmoft 
ſtretch of it had gone no farther, than to 
comprehend kindred, friend, and country; 
mankind without this circle were Aliens 
at leaſt, if not Enemies, and agreeably to 
this limitation, it had been ſaid, Thou ſhalt 
love thy Neighbour and hate thine Enemy; 
But Chriſt ſays, Love your Enemies —Bleſs 
them that curſe you—Do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them that deſpitefully 
uſe and perſecute you.* Such is the nature 
of that charity which teacheth us to look 
on all men as brethren, and which our 


* St, Mat. ch. v. ver. 43. 44+ 
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Lord was pleaſed ſo to prefer before the 
other ſocial virtues as to make it the pecu- 
liar diſtinction of his diſciples. It is the 
moſt beneiicial aftection of the human 
mind, as well as the moſt plealing ; it 
cloſes the breach of civil diſtinction ;. it 
alleviates the ſufferings of pain and ſick- 
neſs ; it ſupplies the wants of the needy, 
and adminiſters comfort to the afflicted 


ſpirit ; In a word—it links the happy and 


the unhappy together, recommending them 


to each other by acts of kindneſs, and re- 


turns of gratitude, 

Chriſtianity, therefore, may juſtly be 
conſidered as the perfection of the Moral 
Law; but this is not all its excellence; we 
are indebted to it for the moſt ſublime 
idea of the Supreme Being—for the cer- 


tainty of a future ſtate for the aſſurances 
of divine mercy in remitting our fins upon 


repentance and fanth—for the gifts of 
grace here, and forthe promiſe of an eternal 
recompence for our ſincere endeavours here- 


after. Hence ariſes the richeſt ſource of 


con- 
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3 
conſolation, peace, and confidence; hence 
the nobleſt incentives, the beſt encourage- 
ment, and the ſureſt ſupport of perſever- 
ing virtue. 

Let me, therefore, recommend to your 
ſerious conſideration the following reflec- 
tion That ſince all the knowledge de- 
rived to man, from the light of nature, 
and former revelations, were but intro- 
ductory to that diſcovery of God's will 
by Jeſus Chriſt, we are not to expect 
any other extraordinary communication of 
God's wiſdom, for the reformation of the 
world. 

The Law and the Prophets are fulfilled, 
Life and Immortality are clearly brought 
to light by the Goſpel, and our duty is 
diſtinctly marked out to us. 

If, therefore, we wili: for, or fear a fu- 
ture ſtate, we ought carefully to attend to 
what is required on our part towards the 
attainment of everlaſting ſalvation. He 
that rejecteth me, (ſaith our Lord) and re- 
cerveth not my words, hath one that judgeth 
| him ; 


6 


bim; the word that I have ſpoken, the fame 
fall judge him at the laſt day. 
God grant, therefore, that we may all 
cheerfully embrace, and henceforth ever 
hold faſt the bleſſed hope, which he hath 
given us in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to 
whom, with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be all honour and glory now and 
for ever. 


* St, John, ch. xii. ver. 48. 
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SERMON VI. 


JohN, 
Chapter xx. verſe 31. 


Theſe are written that ye might believe that 
Feſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that 
believing, ye might have life through his 
— 


II E completion of the prophecies con- 
tained! in the ſcriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment by the Birth, Life, Death, and Re- 
ſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt is a convincing 
proof that he was the extraordinary per- 
ſon foretold by the prophets, and expected 

| | EY "by 
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by the Jewiſh Nation under the name of 
the Meſſiah. 
His character was farther declared and 
confirmed by the manifeſtation of ſuperna- 
tural authority in the operation of miracles, 

The doctrine, alſo, which he delivered, 
conſonant altogether in its principles to 
the perfection of the divine attributes, and 
adapted to the imperfection of human na- 
ture, affords a collateral evidence that the 
diſpenſation of Chriſtianity, is of God's 
appointment. 
PForcible as either FORO is when 
take:: ſeparate, yet like the parts of a well 
compacted ſtructure they derive additional 
ſtrength from their connection with each 
other. | 

It has pleaſed God that the ſacred pro- 
phecies ſhould be ſtill preſerved to us; 
the hiſtory too of the facts relating to 
their accompliſhment, was. written under 
the divine influence, for the inſtruction 
of after ages, by men choſen to be eye- 

wit- 


8 
witneſſes of the truth, whoſe record has 
been uninterruptedly tranſmitted down 
from their time to our own. 

The gracious deſign of God's providence 
herein is obvious, that we who could not 
be of the number of ſuch as believed, be- 
cauſe they ſaw, might ſtill partake of the 
bleſſing extended by promiſe to thoſe who 
have not ſeen, and yet have believed, That 
We alſo might have life through his name. 

It is a common phraſe of ſcripture to ex- 
preſs whatever is moſt excellent and defir- 
able to us by the term Lie; but a ſtate of 
eternal happineſs in the world to come, as 
it is the conſummation of all the bleſſings 
of the Goſpel, ſo it ſeems to be unqueſti- 
onably what is intended in the text, as will 
appear alſo by comparing it with other 
parallel paſſages in the ſame Evangeliſt ; 
Whoſoever believeth in him, ſaith St. John, 
ſhall not periſh, but have eternal life; and, in 
the ſame chapter, He that beheveth on the Son 
hath everlaſting life.“ 


St. John, ch, m. ver. 16. 36. 
Re- 


1 

Regeneration from the death of ſin, and 
juſtification from the ſentence of paſt 
tranſgreſſions are alſo included in the term 
Life, St. John fays; Wheſcever believeth 
that Fe eſus is the Chriſt, is born of God; and 
St. Paul, ſpeaking of his ſanctiſication, ſays 
The life that I now live in the fleſh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God. 

In which ever then of theſe ſenſes the 
word is taken, it makes no other difference 
than that in the one, it is conſidered as the 
preparation for the happineſs propoſed to 
5 in the other as the conſummation of 

: both are the rewards of faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt 

But the main ſtreſs of the i inquiry upon 
this ſubject, lies in the following queſtion, 
What is the nature of that Faith or Belief 
in Chriſt whereby we have life through bis 
name? 


Various are the conceits into which 


men have been led by the zeal of contro- 


* Firſt Ep. of St. John, ch. v. ver. I. 
+ Ep. to Gal. ch, ii. ver, 20. 


verly, 
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verſy, and ſuch has been, and I fear is the 
extravagance of fanaticiſm as to oppoſe 
faith to morality, and to ſet at variance 
with each other, what ought ever to be as 
inſeparably as they are naturally alled, 
differing only as cauſe and effect. 

Whoever will be at the trouble to com- 
pare the ſeveral paſlages of ſcripture where 
faith is ſpoken of, and adopt the plain and 
obvious ſenſe of them, conſidered together 
as forming a complete ſyſtem of religious 
duty, cannot be at a loſs to diſcover, that 
the Faith required of a Chriſtian, is ſuch 
a firm perſuaſion and acknowledgement of 
Chriſt's divine authority, as implies the 
obligation of unreſerved obedience to his 
commands, and a full confidence, that 
through his mediation the gracious pro- 
miſes of God to mankind will finally be 
accompliſhed. 

I ſhall endeavour to confirm this idea 
by recommending to your attention in the 
firſt place, what 1s ſaid on the nature and 
excellence of Abraham's faith. 


St. 
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( 8 ) 
St. Paul calls him the father of all them 
that believe, though they be not circumciſedg* 
and it is enjoined by the Apoſtle, that we 


mould walk in the ſteps of his faith, to the 


end, that as it was counted to him for 
righteouſneſs, fo righteouſneſs might be 
imputed to us alſo. 

Abraham's faith, therefore, being ſet 
forth as a pattern for us to follow, it is 
neceſſary that we attend to the character 
of it, for which it is propoſed to our imi- 
tation. 
God having been pleaſed to aſſure th 
patriarch, that in his feed all the nations of 
the earth ſhould be bleſſed, he, fully perſuaded 
that what God promiſed he was able alſo to 
perform, flaggered not, but was ſtrong in 


faith, giving glory to God. 


He regarded not the improbability of 
the means whereby the counſels of the 
Almighty ſhould be effected, nor with the 
vain importance of philoſophic doubt, in- 


* Ep. to Rom, ch, iv. ver. 11. 


qui red 


1 
quired How can theſe things be? but rea- 
ſoning with himſelf on the truth and 
power of God, He againſt hope believed in 
hope, relying altogether on the word of 
the Almighty, for the execution of his 
promiſe. 

Under this perſuaſion alſo the patriarch 
ſtood firm in the ſevere trial which God 
was pleaſed to make of his faith, by re- 
quiring him to ſacrifice his fon, the ſole 
heir of the promiſed bleſſing. He heſitated 
not to obey, accounting that God was able to 
raiſe him up even from the dead. 

Hence it clearly appears that Abraham's 
juſtification aroſe not merely from faith as 
the acquiefcence of his underſtanding in 
the nature of God's attributes, but alſo 
from his ready obedience to God's will. His 
faith was the principle or root, his works 
were the effects or fruits of it, the perfec- 
tion of both, depended on their union with 
each other. 

But when the fulneſs of time was come 
that the promiſe ſhould be executed, and 


F the 
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the Saviour of the world enter on the 
miniſtry of his office, a new propoſition 
preſented itſelf to the underſtanding as the 
teſt of faith. It became for a while the 
main article of controverſy whether Jeſus 
was truly the Meſſiah or no; the aſſent to 
this queſtion was what diſtinguiſhed the 
believer from the unbeliever ; thus when 
many had taken offence at Chriſt's doctrine 
and forſaken him, Peter's profeſſion, Ve 
believe and are ſure that thou art Chriſt the Son 
of the Living God, was received as a full 
and ſufficient teſtimony that the twelve 
continued firm in their confidence. 

| Agreeable to this profeſſion was Mar- 
tha's anſwer, I believe that thou art the 
Chriſt the Son of God which ſpould come into 
the world. 
Notwithſtanding, therefore, a general, 
and unlimited confidence in the attributes 
of God had been in the earlier ages of the 
world, the teſt whereby thoſe had obtained a 
good report, who looked for though they 
did rot receive the promiſe, yet is it plain, 
that 
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that as ſoon as the Goſpel was preached, 
and the proper evidences exhibited to the 
world, an acknowledgement of - Chriſt's 
divine character was a condition indiſpen- 
ſably neceſlary to the becoming his diſciple. 

It cannot, however, ſurely be ſuppoſed 
to follow, that nothing more was under- 
ſtood by ſuch an acknowledgernent, than 
the bare aſſent of the mind to the truth of 
the ſimple propoſition. Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, to have its juſtifying or ſaving qua- 


ity, mult then have included, and ever does 


imply a hearty ſubmiſſion to his authority 
—an unfeigned diſpoſition to receive his 
doctrine, and obey his ordinances. 

Miultitudes there doubtleſs were who 
from the diſplay of his miraculous power, 
entertained a ſtrong perſuaſion of his miſ— 
ſion from God, and made profeſſion to be 
his diſciples ; all ſuch perſons were cer- 
tainly in ſome ſenſe of the number of thoſe 
who believed, yet according to our . Savi- 
our's own declaration, their faith was of 
no avail fo long as it was unaccompanied 
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by the works which his authority pre- 
ſcribed; Can any thing be more expreſs 
than his language in that reſpect? Not 
every one that ſaith to me Lord! Lord ! ſhall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

Although the mind, therefore, may not 
be influenced by fear or falſe ſhame, to 
ſuppreſs an acknowledgement of the truth, 
yet ſo long as the compliance of the will is 
withheld from the conviction of the under- 
ſtanding, we may conclude, the heart is 
not right before God, and the believer has 
no part in the promiſe of life. 

Whatever then may be the degree of 
perſuaſion, unleſs ſuitable works accom- 
-pany it, it is no more the true Chriſtian 
Faith, than the body without the ſpirit 1s a 
perfect man. | 

Thus far the inference 1s plain, that if 
we acknowledge Jeſus to be the Meſſiah, 
the Son of God, we muſt acknowledge 
him alſo to be our Lord and Maſter, we 


* St, Matt, ch; vii. ver. 21. 
muſt 


1 

muſt become obedient, and faithful ſab- 
jects of his kingdom, ere we can enter- 
tain any reaſonable expectation to ſhare 
the benefits of his protection. 

It may ſtill be aſked, Is then the confeſ- 
ſing Jeſus to be the Meſſiah, and living 
ſuitably to his precepts all that is required 
of us to the attainment of eternal happi- 
neſs ? 

The anſwer to this important queſtion 
depends on the farther meaſure of know- 
ledge which we have or may derive from 
the holy Scriptures, concerning the perſon 
or office of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Whoſoever is perſuaded of the truth of 
his divine Miſſion, is bound to believe what- 
ever ſhall be revealed by him, or the Spirit 
of Truth proceeding from him, through 
the miniſtry of the Apoſtles, whom he eſpe- 
cially appointed, to receive the truth from 
him, and ſhew it unto us. He had declared 
to them before his death, he had many 
things to ſay unto them, which at that time 


they could not bear, and which were re- 
„ ſerved 


686 


ſerved until the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, 
who was to guide them into all truth after 
his departure into Heaven. TI have yet many 
things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear them 
nom. Howboit, when be the Spirit of Truth 
is como, he will guide you into all Truth.* It 
is plain therefore, thut the whole light of 
the Goſpel was not communicated at once 
even to the Apoſtles themſelves, but like 
the path of the Fuſt by degrees ſhone forth more 
and more unto the perfect day. 

The Doctrine of Chriit's ignominious 
Death, and glorious Reſurrection, could 
not ſo eaſily have been underſtood or ad- 
mitted before as after the facts; how little 
qualified the Diſciples were to receive even 
the relation of theſe things, may be ſeen 
from the conduct of St. Peter, when, in 
conſequence of the Apoſtle's zealous pro- 
feſſion of his Faith, our Saviour began to 


ſhew his diſciples what ſhould ſoon befal 


him, he, ſavouring ſtill the things of men ra- 
tber than of God, grew impatient at the 


St. John, ch. xvi. ver. 12. 13. 
| men- 
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1 
mention of his Maſter's ſufferings ; ; and 
moreover, ere he was led to the Croſs, de- 


nied having had connection with or knows 


ledge of him. 
et after our Lord's aſcenſion we find not 
only the fact but the cauſe alſo of his 
death conſidered as ſo eſſential an article of 
Faith, that St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, ſuppoſes them to have believed 
in vain, unleſs they kept in memory what 
he had delivered to them, hat Chriſt died 
fer our fins. K 

The circumſtance alſo of our Saviour's 
reſurrection was ſo ſtrongly inſiſted upon, 
that to the former requiſition conteſſing 
with the mouth the Lord Jeſus, St. Paul adds 
it, as an expreſs condition, and Gall believe 
in thy heart that God has raiſed him from the 
dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. | 

Our Lord in his converſation with the 
Apoſtles, had occaſionally alluded to the 
eſpecial purpoſe for which he was to ſuffer 


* Firſt Ep. to Cor. BY xv. ver. 2. 3. 
+ Ep. to Rom. ch. x. ver. 9. 
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death: he had told them, he was the living 
bread, of which if any man eat, he ſhould live 
for ever; and had added, with a forcible 
affirmation, verily, verily T ſay unto you, ex- 
cept ye eat the fleſh of the Son of Man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life in you : whoſo 
eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, hath 


eternal life, and T will raiſe him up at the laſt 


day ; for my fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood 
is drink indeed.* 

Yet theſe ſayings of Chriſt, how expreſ- 
ſive ſoever they may now appear of the ſa- 
crifice of his body and blood, which was 
voluntarily to be offered up for the remiſ- 
ſion of ſins, were not at the time they were 
ſpoken ſo eaſily underſtood ; many even of 
his diſciples, when they heard it, ſaid, 7hzs 
ts a hard ſaying, who can hear it? 

But when the Holy Ghoſt had deſcended 

upon the Apoſtles, and enlightened them, 

they ſaw through the figurative expreſſion, 

and plainly taught, that God had ſet forth 

his Son to be a propitiation through faith in 
* St. John, ch. vi. ver. 51. 53. 54. $5» 
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his blood —that we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, according to the 
riches of God's grace.* 

Agreeably to the doctrine of St. Paul, 
St. Peter ſays, e are not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible things, os ſilber and gold, but with 
the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb with- 
out blemiſh, and without ſpot. Nor leſs ex- 


preſs is the language of St. John: he blood 
of Chrijt cleanſeth us from all ſin. & 


From what I have ſubmitted to your re- 


collection of the Scriptures, concerning the 


nature of that Faith which is ſet forth as 
the condition of everlaſting life, I truſt to 
have made it appear, that it conſiſts not 
merely in believing that Jeſus is the Meſ- 
ſiah, the Son of God, ſent by him into the 

world to inſtruct and enlighten the under- 
ſtanding, but that it includes repentance, 
and obedience to his commands, together 
with an aſſured but humble confidence, 


* Ep. to Rom. ch. iii. ver. 25, Ep. to Ephe. ch. 1. ver. 7. 
+ Firſt Ep. of St. Peter, ch. i. ver. 18. 19. 
§ Firſt Ep. of St. John, ch. i. ver. 7, 


that 
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that by the merits and ſatisfaction of his 
death, he hath reconciled God to man; and 
purchaſed, for all thoſe who ſincerely en- 
deavour to fulfil the precepts of his doc- 
trine, eternal life. e 

Our faith therefore comprehends not 
only (as that of Abraham's did) a diſtant 
proſpect of divine mercy; but we believe 
that the knowledge of ſalvation is actually 
given, and that our ſins are conditionally 
remitted by the death of Chriſt. 

God has then dealt with us according to 
the riches of his mercy. His Grace, which 
bringeth Salvation, hath appeared to all men, 
that denying ungodlineſs, and wordly luſts, we 
ſhould live ſoberly, rightecufly,” and godly, in 
this preſent world ; looking jor that bleſſed hope, 


and the glorious appearance of the great God, 


and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave him- 


felf for. us, that he might redeem us from all 


iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 


* 


people, zealous of good Works. 
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SERMON VII. 


Sr. JoHN, 
Chapter iii. Verſe 2. 
We know that thou art a Teacher come from 


God; for no man can do theſe Miracles that 
thou dveſt, except God be with him. 


Tu E ſeveral parts of the creation, ope- 
rating upon each other, and producing cer- 


tain uniform effects, conſpire to preſerve 
that order in the viſible world, which we 
uſually denominate the Courſe of Nature. 

Imperfect as our knowledge is of the 
powers and qualities of things, we never- 
theleſs diſcern any variation from that 
courſe 
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courſe which is conformable to our expe- 
rience; and by the term Miracle is under- 
ſtood any action or event, which could not 
be ſuppoſed to have happened without the 
interpoſition of ſome ſupernatural agent. 

No man, who admits the exiſtence of 
God, and that the world was made by him, 
can doubt the extent of his authority, or 
preſcribe bounds to his exerciſe of it, over 
the works of his own hands. 

It is nevertheleſs ſtill made a queſtion, 
whether or no we have ſufficient reaſon to 
believe that God ever did exert his power 
in ſuch a manner as to contradict the gene- 
ral tenor of paſt and preſent experience. 

The advocates of Chfiſtianity urge in 
argument for its truth, that Jeſus Chriſt 
did make ſuch a diſplay of muracles, as 
ought {till to be admitted in evidence among 
the other proofs of his divine miſſion. 

Objections have been made to this con- 
cluſion, the principal of which I ſhall ſpeak 
to, according to the order of time in which 
they have occurred. 


The 
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The firſt oppoſers were eye- witneſſes of 
the facts, men of the higheſt rank and 
conſideration among the Jews ; but, con- 
vinced as they were, that God had ſignally 
interpoſed in the execution of the gracious 
purpoſe for which he had ſelected their fa- 
thers, they neither queſtioned the poſſibility 
of a miracle, nor the reality of thoſe per- 
formed by Chriſt, but fought only to juſ- 
tify their unbelief by imputing them to the 
operation of an evil ſpirit. 

Our Saviour himſelf effectually refuted 
this malicious charge, by ſimply appealing 
to the nature of his doctrine. It was as 
abſurd to ſuppoſe that Satan would coun- 
teract his own influence, as that God ſhould 
become the accomplice of falſchood ; if, 
therefore, what Chriſt taught tends by its 
purity and conformity to the law of nature, 
to promote the glory of God; if the truths 
which he communicated reſpecting a future 
ſtate, and the terms of our acceptance with 
the Deity, have an evident relation to the 
conſtitution, and ultimate happineſs of 


Our 
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our being, the obvious inference is, that an 
evil ſpirit could not be inſtrumental in fur- 
thering the reception of his Doctrines. 

The nature then of the Goſpel, ſhews 
the fource from whence the miraculous 
power, which ſupports it, 1s derived ; and 
the reality of our Saviour's miracles being 
admitted (as it was by the Jews), the con- 
cluſion neceſſarily followed, that he acted 
under the commiſſion, and by the power of 
God. - | | 

An objection of more modern times was, 
that, the laws of nature being immutable 
and eternal, miracles were impoſſible ; but 
as this principle could be adopted only by 
thoſe who profeſied atheiſm, or ſuppoſed 
matter itſelf to be God, it was very par- 
tially received at firſt, and ſoon came to no- 
thing of itſelf. 

A far more ſubtle oppoſition to the re- 
ception of Chriitianity was reſerved for the 
days we live in. The power of God to 
work miracles 1s no longer diſputed ; but 


we are told, that the authority of general 
expe- 
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experience ſo far preponderates againſt the 
aſſertions of whatever teſtimony may be 
produced in ſupport of a miracle, that we 
cannot have ſuch aſſurance reſpecting it as 
ought in reaſon to engage our belief. Ac- 
cording to the ſame principle, had we even 
been eye-witneſſes of the facts recorded in 
the Old and New Teſtaments, we ought to 
have miſtruſted the judgment of our ſenſes 
Much more, it is ſaid, ought we to re- 
ject the relation of Hiſtory, tranſmitted to 
us through ſo long a lapſe of time. 

The fallacy of this argument 1s artfully 
concealed by the confuſion 1t introduces 
into the nature of the ſeveral evidences, 
whereby different kinds of truths are diſtin- 
guiſhed, and aſcertained. 

General experience (which is indeed a 
proper teſt for our admiſſion of probable 
propoſitions) 1s ſubſtituted as -the only 
ſtandard for meaſuring the truth of mat- 
ters of fact, which are aſcertainable by the 
evidence of ſenſe, or the teſtimony of thoſe 
who themſelves relate the evidence of their 


ſenſes, 


3 
ſenſes, on which grounds indeed general 
experience muſt itſelf alſo ultimately de- 
pend. 

Reference to a familiar inſtance or two, 
will illuſtrate the diſtinction that is neceſ- 
ſary to be made. 

Not one man in a million may have been 
guilty of killing his father, but ſhould a 
criminal be charged with parricide, would 
his judges calculate the chances of probabi- 
lity, whether ſuch a crime were committed 
ar not? or would they proceed to examine 
the evidence of the fact ?—lt 1s more than 
half a century ſince the plague has been 
known in Europe; but can we doubt the 
accounts of its having ever raged there, be- 
cauſe it has happened ſo rarely? or ſhall we 
refuſe credit to the exiſtence of a monſter, 
merely becauſe it differs from the genera- 
kty of creatures born of the ſame ſtock ? 

Yet ſuch is the mode of reaſoning which 
afſerts, that a circumſtance contrary to com- 
mon experience ought. to be believed only 
in proportion of one or more facts againſt 

the 


8 
the accumulated weight of numberleſs op- 
polite facts which have happened before or 
ſince, 

It certainly is reaſonable to doubt the 
atteſtation of a miracle, until we ſhall have 
made a ſcrupulous inquiry into the evidence 
by which it is atteſted ; but the mere in- 
frequency, or improbability of the fact, 
ought not to preclude all inquiry; nor to 
be received as deciſive againſt the authority 
of ſenſe, or teſtimony, when ſupported by 
ſuch circumſtances as are requiſite to eſta- 
bliſh its credibility. 

What thoſe circumſtances are, is the next 
point to be attended to. A miracle, to be 
entitled to our belief, muſt be directed to 
ſome particular end, the importance of 
which juſtifies the ſuppoſition, that it is 
worthy the interference of divine Power. 
Secondly, it muſt not only unequivocally 
affect the known laws of nature, but its 
application to the purpoſe muſt be obvious 
and direct. Thirdly, where we cannot 
have the means of conviction from our 
ſenſes, but are to rely on the teſtimony of 

G others, 
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others,” the competency, the views, m a 
word, the whole character of the atteſtors 
mult be carefully inquired into. 


Let the miracles of Chriſt be tried by 
theſe principles, and we ſhall find in them 


every mark of veracity.— To what more 


important end could the divine power be 
viſibly and immediately interpoſed, than in 
the declaration of infinite goodneſs and un- 
merited mercy to mankind ? The object of 
our Saviour's life and death, was to reſtore 
the Sons of Adam to a loſt inheritance of 
eternal glory, an object ſurely worthy of 
its divine agent; and the difplay of Al- 
mighty power, when conſidered relatively 
to ſuch a deſign, and as making part of 


the ſyſtem, loſes its natural improbability, 


and is no longer to be meaſured by the cri- 


terion of ordinary occurrences. 


A miracle, in the ſecond place, muſt not 
only unequivocally affect the known laws 
of nature, but its application to the pur- 
poſe, for which it 1s performed, muſt be 
obvious and direct. b 

An unuſual appearance in the motion 

| OL 


C9. 3 

or form of the heavenly bodies, may be in- 
explicable on principles which are generally 
known, yet we ſtill conceive that ſome na- 
tural cauſe for it may, and does exiſt : the 
unlearned may be terrified, but the philo- 
ſopher ſeeks for a ſolution.— The miracles 
of our Saviour were not of ſuch a deſcrip- 
tion; there was no time for the mind to 
doubt the relation of cauſe and effect, no 
neceſſity to liſten to the conjectures of the 
imagination reſpecting any concealed agen- 
cy; the execution was inſtantaneous : Chriſt 
but bade the Cripple walk, and he ſprang 
from his Couch ;—No ſooner was the word 
uttered, than the Deaf heard, the Dumb 
ſpake, and the Blind ſaw ; the Spectator 
found at once full ſatisfaction in the con- 
viction of his ſenſes ; the controul of na- 
ture, and the power which controuled it, 
were alike clear, obvious, and indiſpu- 
table. 
The purpoſe alſo for which the miracles 
were performed, and their application to it, 
were as plain and direct as the facts them- 
G 2 ſelves. 
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ſelves. The works that I do (ſays our Saviour) 
bear witneſs of me, that the Father hath ſent 
me.*—A conviction in the minds of his 
hearers, that he was a Meſſenger come from 
God, was the point firſt to be eſtabliſhed, 
ere he could command their attention to 
the truths he delivered. However conform- 
able his doctrine might be to Reaſon, how 
forcible or infinuating ſoever his eloquence, 


yet the circumſtances of his birth, the low 


eſtate of his family and condition, were ſo 
contradictory to the prejudices which the 
Jews had conceived of their Meſſiah, that 
there was not the leaſt probability, either 
of his character or his precepts being, on 
their own account, attended to. 

Nor indeed could it reaſonably be ex- 
pected, that the Jews, favoured as they had 
been with a peculiar Revelation of the di- 
vine will, ſhould admit a New Doctrine, 
apparently contradictory to it, on the bare 
word and affirmation of an unknown teach- 
er; for though Chriſtianity did approve, 
| * St. John, ch. v. ver. 36. 
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and enforce the moral precepts of the Mo- 
ſaical Law, the whole intent of which it 


was its object to fulfil, yet was it appar- 
ently contradictory, in ſuperſeding the fur- 


ther obligation of the ceremonial obſerv- 
ances. 

Were the Sons to forego the practice of 
their Fathers, ſanctified by the immediate 
ordinance of Divine authority, on leſs evi- 


dence than that which had eſtabliſhed it? 


It was impoſſible for the Jews to have re- 
ceived a juſtifiable conviction, otherwiſe 
than by an equal diſplay of miraculous 
power, that Chriſt was authorized to abro- 
gate the ſmalleſt tittle of their law. 

The application, therefore, of our Sa- 
viour's miracles to the purpoſe of his miſ- 
ſion, was not only plain and direct, but it 
was neceſſary and indiſpenſable. 

The laſt rule for the aſſurance of our be- 
lief, to which I propoſe to ſpeak, 1s, that 
where we cannot have the means of con- 
viction from our own ſenſes, but muſt rely 


on the teſtimony of others, the Compe- 
G 3 tency, 
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tency, the Views, and whole Character of 
the Atteſtors, muſt be carefully inveſti- 
gated. 

Living, as we do, ſo many centuries after 
the facts have happened which are related 
in the New Teſtament, our Faith reſts (hu- 
manly ſpeaking) on the report of thoſe 
who were eye-witneſſes, and on the confir- 
mation of their teſtimony by the continued 
reception it has had in the world through 
every ſucceeding age. 

Had, then, the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts 
ſufficient knowledge of the facts they re- 
late, to be competent judges of their truth 
or falſity? They were indeed, for the 
moſt part, men of a lowly condition; who, 


being from their youth engaged in labo- 


rious occupations, were deſtitute of thoſe 
refinements, which reſult from a learned 
and more poliſnhed education. Had then 
any nice or ſubtle diſtinction of ſpeculative 
opinions been the matter in queſtion, it is 
poſſible they might have been impoſed upon 
by the arts of ſophiſtry, to miſtake that for 

true, 
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true, which was not ſo; but no other qua- 
lification was neceſſary, for the purpoſe of 
their conviction m plain matters of fact, 
than an ordinary underſtanding, and un- 
impaired organs of ſenſe, that their eyes 
ſhould ſee, and their ears hear. 

Had ſtill the diſplay of Chriſt's divine 
authority been confined to a ſingle fact, 
or to a few inſtances; had the Apoſtles 
been the only perſons convinced, there 
might, perhaps, have been room to ſuppoſe, 
that ſuch ignorant Men had been deluded, 
rather than that the order of Nature was 
ſuſpended or changed. But the miniſtry 
of Chriſt was a continued ſcene of wonder- 
ful benevolence ; he went about through 
all Judea, giving frequent and various 
proofs of his ſupernatural power. 

Whole Multitudes were at once the wit- 
neſſes and the ſubjects of the miracles he 
wrought. Thouſands had partaken of the 
loaves and fiſhes, who ſaw the remnants 
ſtill exceed the original ſtock of proviſions. 
When the widow's Son was reſtored to 

RF life, 
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life, it was done openly, and in view of all 
thoſe who were attending the body to the 
grave. Many of the Jews were at the 
houſe of Martha in Bethany; and preſent 
when, at Chriſt's command, Lazarus, after 
having been dead four days, aroſe from the 
Tomb. 

We may therefore juſtly conclude, that 
the Diſciples were not impoſed upon; nor 
is it leſs certain, that they had no intereſt 
whatever in impofing upon others. 

Men educated, and engaged from their 
youth in habits of laborious induſtry, are 
of all others leaſt likely to be influenced by 
the ſpirit of ambition; nor, on the other 
hand, is it probable they ſhould expoſe 
themſelves to bonds, impriſonments, ſcourg- 
ings, and death, merely to ſupport a falſe- 
hood, from which they could expect neither 
fame nor profit. 

It may nevertheleſs be argued, that, im- 
probable as the ſuppoſition may be, yet it 
is poſſible for weak or deſigning men to 
form the moſt abſurd combinations ;—in- 
{ſtances 
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ſtances of the like folly or fraud are to be 

found in the hiſtory even of later times. 
But there is a remarkable difference in the 
caſes: in the one, the Sect already preva- 
lent gave birth to the pretended muacles, 
and the prejudices of fanaticiſm produced 
a diſpoſition to admit whatever was thought 
capable of ſupporting its pretenſions ; 
whereas the Miracles of Jeſus gave birth to 
his Sect, and ſo averſe were the bulk of the 
nation to the reception of his doctrine, that 
had not his miracles been true, no confe- 
deracy could have obtruded them on the 
world, or have prevented a detection; con- 
ſidering beſides, that all the learning, and 
all the authority of the ſtate, were engaged 

in ſuppreſſing the belief of them. 

It muſt be granted, after all, that there 
is a material difference in the nature of the 
evidence on which the Apoſtles and firſt 
converts received the Goſpel, and that on 
which it is now propoſed to us: they 
believed becauſe they ſaw; we ſee not, 
and have only their teſtimony to rely 


upon. 
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upon. Let it, however, be obſerved, that 
there are cireumſtances ſince the time 
when Chriſtianity was firſt publiſhed, 
which have added freſh proof, and con- 
tinue ſtill to confirm more and more the 
truth of it. | 

The circumſtances I mean, are the won. 


derful progreſs of the Goſpel, and the pre- 


ſent ſtate of the Jewiſh Nation. 

Near two thouſand years are paſſed, in 
which the religion of Chriſt has withſtood 
the prejudices, the perſecutions, and the 
ſophiſtry that have oppoſed its eſtabliſh. 


ment, ſo concluſive in favor of Chriſtian- 


ity is the inference which follows from the 
miraculous progreſs of the Gotpel, that 
the Enemies of our Faith have thought to 
triumph over it, could they but account 
for its ſucceſs from ſuch cauſes as are 
found to influence, and direct the ordinary 
courſe of human affairs. 

But vain has been, and ever muſt be the 
attempt to perſuade men, that thouſands | 
of Jews ſhould at once forego their preju- 
dice 
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dices—that the Greeks ſhould abandon 
their philoſophy and the ſuperſtition of 
ancient Rome give way to the preaching 
of a few illiterate men, had not God been 
with them, confirming their evidence by a 
continued communication of miraculous 
power, and by the influence of his holy ſpirit 
ſupporting their conſtancy under perſecu- 
tions even to Death. 

The dreadful calamities too which ſo 
ſoon followed after the imprecation of the 
Jews, that the blood of Chriſt might be 
on themſelves, and their Children; their 
expulſion from their native land, and the 
preſent ſtate of that ſingular people (fin- 
gular not only ya their rites, and cuſtoms, 
but in their rum,) afford a convincing ar- 
gument to theſe later ages in which we 
live of their obſtinacy in rejecting the 
Goſpel, and ſupply us with additional evi- 
dence in ſupport of its truth. 

The mighty Kingdoms of the Eaſt (in 
compariſon of which the Jews were ſcarce 
a people) have long ago been overwhelmed 
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in the abyſs of time, and are come to a 
perpetual end. The ſucceeding Maſs of 
Univerſal Empire has crumbled into ruin, 
and the once Conquerors of the World 
are blended with the barbarous hordes 
under which they fell; but the deſcendants 
of Abraham are to this day a diſtinct Race, 
diſperſed through the various Countries of 
the Earth ;—1n whatever part of the world 
the name of Chriſt is heard, there they 
are to be found, proclaiming the evidence 
of their own guilt, and exhibiting them 
ſelves a living Miracle, ta ſupport the 
truth of that Religion they till continue 
to reject. | | 

If therefore the Miracleg of Chriſt were 
directed (as certainly they were) to an end 
the moſt important, and beneficial ta Man- 
kind.—If his voice controuled the courſe 
of Nature, and the diſplay af his power 
was ſuch as neceſſarily to announce him a 
teacher come from God—If although we 
have not ourſelves been Eye-witneſſes of 
his Acts, we receive the relation of them 

upon 


an 


upon a teſtimony not to be doubted—If 
the effects of his preaching are not to be 
accounted for on any other ſuppoſition 
than that of Divine agency If, laſtly, 
the Fate of the Jewiſh people (the till 
zealous guardians as well as original depo- 
ſitaries of thoſe prophecies which foretold 
the coming and Character of the Meſſiah) 
is even now a Miracle before our Eyes. 
Away with the Scepticiſm of a vain and 
preſumptuous Philoſophy © The preaching 
« of the Goſpel was not with enticing words 
« of Man's Wiſdom, but in demonſtration of 
« the Spirit and of Power: That your 
„Faith ſhould not fland in the Wiſdom of 
« Man but in the Power of God.” 
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SERMON VIII. 


ST. MATTHEW, 
„ 


The "Spirit indeed is willing, but the Fleſh 


is weak, 


F EW Beings appear ſo unlike to each 
other as Man does to himſelf when viewed 
in different lights; contemplate him on 
one hand ; he is eminently ſuperior to all 
the creatures around him, and confeſſedly 
the Lord of the whole earth; he connects 
by his art and induſtry the moſt diſtant 
quarters of this earthly globe, making 
them ſubſervient to his convenience, and 

pleaſure z 
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pleaſure ; he extends his view into the 
boundleſs regions of ſpace, and eternity ; 
he inveſtigates in His way the courſe, and 
order of the heavenly bodies, and purſu- 
ing the great chain of cauſes and effects, 
traces the divine power from the minuteſt 
atom to the firſt great principal of all 
things, God himſelf, | 

Nor is the excellence of Man conſpi- 
cuous only in the extent of his intellec- 
tual faculties : impreſſed with a ſenſe of 
good, and evil, he naturally approves the 
one, and condemns the other; he is con- 
ſcious of the relation he ſtands in to God, 
and his fellow-creatures, and even while 
in this ſtate of mortality, ſeems already 
exalted above it by his hopes of enjoying 
a bleſſed eternity.— Viewed in this light, 
Man certainly is as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes 
it, little lower than the Angels in digni wh 
and perfection. 

Contemplate the portrait in another 
point of view ;—the likeneſs is ſtill as 
ſtrong, but not leſs unfavourable than the 
former 
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former is flattering. Behold the Lord of 
the viſible Creation, a ſiave to his appe- 
tites, and paſſions, yielding to what his 
conſcience diſapproves, and acting in direct 
Oppoſition to thoſe principles which he 
cannot but ſtill confeſs the moſt fit and 
proper for regulating his conduct. 

He that was before ſeen to ſtretch forth 
his eye to the clouds, to meaſure the path 
of the Earth, and to ſearch out the ordi- 
nances of Heaven, 1s at a loſs to account 
for the economy of his own exiſtence; 
he knoweth not the period of his days, 
nor can add a ſingle inſtant to their con- 
tinuance. 

Behold him ſurrounded every where 
with objects, the moſt familiar of which 
has qualities far exceeding his comprehen- 
ſion. He is placed in the midſt of dan- 
ger, in a world, where the bite of an inſect, 
a grain of ſand, where indeed there is no- 
thing which may not be towards him the 
inſtrument of Death; and ſhould the deli- 
cate machine of his bodily conſtitution 


H eſcape 
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eſcape the rude accidents of violence and 
diſeaſe, yet the ſeeds of decay are ſet in it 
from its firſt formation, grow with it from 
infancy, and in a few years are ſure to 
effect its diſſolution. 

The partial contemplation of Man un- 
der the firſt of theſe deſcriptions has given 
birth to the vain idea of human ſufficiency. 
An idea that the light of nature is ade- 
quate to all the purpoſes of exiſtence has 
raiſed a ſyſtem of preſumption, which ſets 
forth, that Man 1s left altogether to the 
guidance of his own reaſon, and in a moral 
view 1s independant of his Maker. 

The effect of conſidering Man when 
placed in the unfavourable light only, has 
been to depreciate human nature below 
the ſtandard of its real excellence, and the 
advocates for this humiliating eſtimation, 
maintaining that we are entirely incapable 
of good, would perſuade us, that our na- 
tural weakneſs and imperfection are a full 
apology for our vices, and our follies, if 
not a juſtification of them, 

To 


„ Þ 


Toone or other of theſe extravagant con- 
cluſions may we refer all the rigid pride, 


and all the ſoft indulgence of heathen 


philoſophy, equally pernicious to Man- 


kind, either by ſtifling the natural affec- 


tions, or by gratifying them to a danger- 
ous and criminal excels. 

But to account for this inconſiſtency in 
the character of Man, to form a juſt eſti - 
mate af his abilities, and to reconcile the 
apparent contradictions in his nature, we 
muſt have recourſe to the holy Scripture, 
which alone ſolves the difficulty. 

The Sacred Hiſtory teacheth us that 
Man is formed of the Earth Earthy, but 


that the Deſign and end of his Creation 


was not a temporary, tranſient exiſtence ; 
He was not only to be ſubſervient to his 
Creator's will in this world, but to his 
glory alſo in a ſtate of endleſs happineſs ; 
for this purpoſe it was neceſſary he ſhould 
be qualified with a rational, and immortal 
Soul, or in other words, be made capable 
of diſcharging his Duty, and enjoying the 

H 2 bleſſing 
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bleſſing which was to be the reward of 
his obedience ; God therefore at his firſt 
formation breathed into him the breath of life 
and made him after his own image, ſpiritual, 
and immortal. Thus conſtituted accord- 
ing to the Will of God, Man was placed 
on earth the ſcene of his probation, where 
he might give aſſurance of a diſpoſition to 
obedience, endeavouring at leaſt ſincerely to 
pleaſe God, and render himſelf a proper 
object of divine favour. 

This deſign of Providence neceſſarily re- 
quired that we ſhould be at once capable 
of the ſervice expected from us, yet liable 
to tranſgreſſion; and ſuch is found to be 
the nature of our condition from the 
eradle to the grave. Our Life is one con- 
tinued ſtruggle between the jarring ele- 
ments of our conſtitution; while reaſon 
prompts us to purſue Virtue, and Holi- 
neſs, our ſenſual appetites are ever ſeduc- 
ing us to criminal exceſs in their gratifica- 
tion; our will in the mean time is free in 
the choice, and as either part of our com- 

| poſition 
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poſition is ſuffered by us to prevail over 
the other, we improve or debaſe our na- 
ture. If by good habits, under God's 
grace, virtue and religion happily gain the 
aſcendancy, ſo that they become familiar, 
and ſettled principles of conduct in us, 
we then co- operate with the deſign of Pro- 
vidence, and advance towards that ſtate of 
purity and perfection, to which the ſoul 
of Man is admirably adapted, and natur- 

ally aſpires. | 
If on the other hand by an undue in- 
dulgence, the carnal appetites and the 
paſſions are ſuffered to exceed the bounds 
preſcribed by reaſon and conſcience, if 
evil habits once come to predominate, our 
deſires after virtue and perfection daily 
grow weaker, the diſtinction itſelf of right 
and wrong becomes inſenſibly impaired | 
and loſt, until the ſinner degrades himſelf 
from that pre-enunence wherein he was 

placed above the beaſts that periſh. 
It is nevertheleſs well worthy of obſer- 
vation that to what length ſoever the ſen- 
H 3 ſual 
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ſual part may prevail in practice, it ſcarcely 
ever does ſo in ſentiment, and affection. 

All men conſpire to put a high eſtima- 
tion on moral excellence, even the moſt 
ſenſual are at times diſguſted with the like 
excels in others, and hardly ever fully re- 
conciled to it in themſelves. 

Experience therefore teaching us that 
there are theſe oppoſite principles in our 
conſtitution, and ſcripture explaining the 
cauſe why the divine wiſdom has ſo blend- 
ed them together, the obvious queſtions 
are — what is our Duty? — what are our 
abilities to execute it ?—and how may we 
employ them to the beſt advantage ? 

The firſt—what is our Duty? is eaſily 
anſwered; it is clearly ſo, to ſuſtain the 
nobler part of our compoſition, and to aſ- 
pire after the higheſt degree of perfection 
which is attainable by human nature, nor 
can there be a doubt that the general 
means to do ſo, are by giving virtue the 
preference to vice, both in practice, and 
affection. WY 
1 92 The 
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The heart of Man, ſince the tranſgref- 
ſion of our firſt parent, is indeed a ſoil 
productive rather of evil than good, yet 
there ſtill remain ſome feeds of prinutive 
innocence. 

Want of apprehenſion, or of education, 
may render the greater part of Mankind 
inſenſible to the refined diſtinctions of Phi- 
loſophy, but the fear of God, the excel- 
lence of Juſtice, Truth, and Benevolence 
are principles of conduct ſo very obvious 
to the meaneſt capacity, that no man can 
tranſgreſs againſt them, without being at 
the ſame time ſenſible of the tranſgreſſion; 
And although we may hear of attempts to 
apologize for ſin on account of natural 
infirmity, yet no man is ſo abſurd, be he 
ever ſo profligate, as to think of juſtify- 
ing his miſconduct, on the principle either 
of reaſon, or conſeience. | 

So far then the underſtanding is right, 
that until evil habits are become invete- 
rate, it both diſcerns, and approves a right 
conduct; under this diſpoſition of the 
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mind it might indeed naturally be ſuppoſed 
that more would be found, than are found, 
to practiſe what they know to be their 
duty. Unhappily for us, probable as the 
concluſto: pears, it is not verified by 
experience. Men for the: moſt part ever 
did, and ſtill continue to approve what is 
right, and yet to follow what is wrong, 
the Spirit is ever willing but the Fleſh is ſtill 
weak. 

Is this inconſiſtency then an incurable 
infirmity of Human Nature? Has God 
created Man for ſin and deſtruction, ſub- 
jecting him unavoidably to error, and im- 
parting knowledge only to let him ſee that 
he is ſinful, weak, and miſerable ?- 
God forbid l Infidelity may teach ſuch 
doctrines, but Chriſtianity ſpeaketh better 
things; it [admits indeed the weakneſs of 
Man, and his inability to'do the will of 
God, in the full extent of unerring obe- 
dience; but it expects not perfection, and 
therefore exacts Sincerity only in our en- 
deavours after righteouſneſs. 


Weak 
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Weak as our abilities are, yet are we not 
wholly incapable of Piety, and Virtue 
even in the degeneracy, and corruption of 
the heathen world, ſome few illuſtrious 
Characters were to be found, untainted by 
the general contagion of vice and ſuper- 
ſtition, which ſhining forth as light in a 
dark place ſhed a beneficial influence on 
the ſocial intereſts of civil Life, and ſtill 
preſerved the memorial that God had made, 
man at firſt in his own 1mage. 

It is certainly therefore in the power of 
Man in ſome degree to improve, or debaſe 
his nature; he 1s ſuſceptible of habits, 
and can by forbearance, or indulgence ſo 
far weaken, or confirm his diſpoſitions, as 
to become in a great meaſure the Arbiter 
of his own character. 

The path of Virtue is indeed of a ſteep 
aſcent, and many are the difficulties which 
obſtruct the way, they will nevertheleſs all 
yield if we ſtrive againſt them with forti- 
tude, and perſeverance; beſides if the heart 
be right, and the will intent upon the vic- 
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tory the divine Grace will co-operate with 
our efforts, make ſtrong our weakneſs, and 
bring us off in the end even more than con- 
querors. 

In what manner then may we . beſt em- 
ploy the abilities we have ? 

The moſt effectual remedy which we 
can apply to the uncertain; and irregular 
motions of the human mind, agitated as 
it is by various paſſions, and allured by 
ſtrong temptations, is 7 ſet God always be- 
fore us, to make the attainment of his fa- 
vour the primary object of our lives, ſuffer- 
ing no conſideration whatever of worldly 
advantage to interfere with our Duty. 

Conſiſtently with this firſt rule of Life 
we ſhall do well to chooſe ſuch uſeful, and 
laudable objects of purſuit, as belong to 
the ſituation we hold in Society, and are 
proportioned to our means of attainment. 
Be a man's fortune, or condition what 1t 
may, he muſt have ſome employment or 
other if he deſire to retain his innocence. 
The duly occupation,.to which the neceſ- 

ſities 


( 123 ) 

ſities of a low eſtate ſubject the labourer, 
and the mechanic, weighed againſt the 
danger to which the rich are frequently ex- 
poſed from idleneſs, or the nature of ſome 
ruinous amuſements, leaves the balance of 
happineſs greatly in favour of honeſt in- 
duſtry. 

Another means, of which we may avail 
ourſelves to great advantage, is by uſing 
Prudence, and Caution in avoiding as 
much as poſſible every occaſion of temp- 
tation, and guarding the heart againſt the 
firſt impulſes of irregular deſire. It is no 
uncommon thing for the young and inex- 
perienced to be confident in the integrity 
of their own intentions. They ſcruple 
not therefore to comply with the faſhions, 
and follies of the world to a certain point, 
which they fix to be the boundary of in- 
nocence, and beyond which they are deter- 
mined not to go; the extravagance how- 
ever, and profligacy, into which ſo many 
are unawares, and imperceptibly betrayed 
by a familiar intercourſe with pleaſure 

and 
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and folly; ought to be a warning againſt 
the too great rcliance on our very beſt re- 
ſolutions. Whenever we ceaſe to watch, 
we are in danger of failing into temptation, 
but if we once preſumptuouſly venture to 
approach the borders of ſin, the path is 


 Mlippery, one falſe ſtep will bring on ano- 


ther, and the recovery will be difficult 
at leaſt, perhaps impracticable. 
Notwithſtanding therefore a conſcious 
ſenſe of worth and dignity may at times 
elevate our thoughts, and animate our 
endeavours towards perfection, yet expe- 
rience for the moſt part teacheth, that it 
is far the ſafeſt way to diſtruſt ourſelves, 
and apply for that aſſiſtance which alone 
can afford us ſecurity. God, who rejfiſtetb 
the proud, giveth grace to the humble. His 
juſtice, and his goodneſs will not ſuffer any 
man, who throws himſelf upon his mercy 
for protection, to be tempted above what 
he is able to bear. 
But we muſt never forget for a moment 
that the meaſure of divine influence will 
depend 
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depend greatly on ourſelves, and an in- 
creaſe of Grace cannot reaſonably be ex- 
pected but in proportion to the ſincerity 
of our endeavours after improvement. It 
muſt be the united force both of our own 
will and God's aſſiſtance, which is to deter- 
mine the conflict between Fleſh, and Spi- 
rit, and give the latter that pre- eminence 
which is agreeable to the Reaſon, Duty, 
and Happineſs of Man. 


SER- 
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SERMON IX. 


Sr. JOHN, 
Chapter xiv. Verſe 27. 


My Peace T give unto you. 


Tur declared intent of our Saviour's 
coming into the world was to reſtore peace 
to Mankind; the Angels at his Birth 
ſang Glory to God in the higheſt, on Earth 
Peace — Good will towards Man. He was 
ſtyled by the Prophet the Prince of Peace; 
And this was the bleſſing which before 
his departure he bequeathed to his diſ- 

ciples, My Peace I give unto you.” 
Yet whoever looks into the Hiſtory of 
man- 


( 128 ) 


mankind, and enquires for the cauſe of the 
many evils which have made the world, in 
the degree 1t 1s, a ſcene of violence, will 
find much which at firſt view may appear 
chargeable to the account of the Chriſtian 
Religion. Notwithitanding that univer- 
ſal benevolence ſo ſtrongly recommended 
by the precepts, and example of our bleſſed 
Saviour, the profeſſors of his Goſpel have 
been in almoſt every age ſince its firſt pub- 
lication engaged in diſputes, which have 
too frequently ended in all the miſeries of 

War, and Perſecution. 
It muſt indeed be confeſled, that the mild 
influence of our holy religion, breathing 
nothing but gentleneſs, forbearance, and 
charity, has proved in numberleſs inſtances 
too feeble a reſtraint againſt the corrupt 
paſſions, and worldiy intereſts of man- 
kind, The uncharitable ſpirit of contend- 
ing parties has at times filled the world 
with Calamities and Crimes that have diſ- 
graced the Chriſtian Name, while under 
the fervor of intemperate zeal every ſenti- 
ment 
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ment of humanity has been too often ut- 
terly extinguiſhed. 

The Diſciples themſelves to whom the 
promiſe of Peace was expreſsly given, and 
who were particularly commiſſioned to 
preach the Goſpel of Peace, experienced all 
the perſecution which the malice of their 
enemies could inflict upon them; ſo much 
more applicable to their condition was he 
former declaration of their Maſter, that 
he came not to ſend Peace, but a Sword. 

How then (it may reaſonably be aſked) 
is the plain ſenſe of the text to be reconcil- 
ed either with Chriſt's own words, or with 
the circumſtances which have accompanied 
the propagation of the Goſpel ? 

The difficulty of this ſeeming contradic- 
tion 18 at once removed, by attending only 
to the diſtinction which our Lord him- 
{elf made, between the Peace of God, and 
the Peace of the World. 

In a very early communication with his 
Diſciples when he firſt called them to him, 
and commiſſioned them to preach the Goſ- 
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pel, he plainly foretold that the world would 
hate them, that they ſhould be put out of 
the Synagogues, and be delivered up to per- 
ſecution, Think not therefore, ſays he, that 
T am come to ſend Peace upon earth, I came 
not to ſend Peace but a Sword.* Think not, 
that in the exerciſe of your miniſtry, 1 
ſend you forth to enjoy the comforts of 
worldly eaſe and proſperity, but be pre- 
pared for contempt, tribulations, ſuffer- 
ings, and Death. 
| When our bleſſed Saviour therefore was 
about to take leave of his Diſciples, ſo far 
from contradicting what he had ſaid be- 
fore to them, his laſt diſcourſe was direct- 
ed to comfort and ſupport them under the 
dangers and diſtreſſes, to which they were 
ſoon to be expoſed in their Miniſtry— | 
Theſe things, ſaid he, I have ſpoken unto you 
that in me ye might have peace, in the world 
ye ſhall have tribulation, but be of good cheer 
I have overcome the world. + 


ba st. Matthew, ch. x. ver. 34. 
+ St. John, ch. xvi. ver. 33. What 
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What then is the nature of that Peace 
which the Diſciples were taught to expect, 
and which every ſincere Chriſtian is in like 
manner encouraged to look for ? 

With reſpect to the Diſciples, its effect 
was to confirm their confidence in the aſ- 
ſurances he had given them, by the viſible 

influence of the Holy Spirit. A particu- 
lar interpoſition of divine power was ne- 
ceſſary in their caſe for the furtherance of 
the commiſſion which they were appointed 
to execute; they ſtood in need of lan- 
guages, to convey the knowledge of the 
Goſpel to foreign Nations, and of ſome 


ſupernatural qualifications to excite the 


attention of their hearers, as well as to 
confirm the truths they delivered. 

In this ſenſe of our Saviour*s words the 
gift was ſpecial, adapted to the peculiar 
exigences of the perſons, and times of the 
Apoſtles;— but in its more enlarged ſig- 
nification all Chriſtians are generally com- 
prehended, and are partakers of that peace, 
comfort, and ſatisfaction which are the 

I 2 fruit 
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fruit of the ſpirit through belief in Tu 
Chriſt. 

The primary object of what God has 
been pleaſed to reveal unto us by his Son 
is the attainment of happineſs in a future 
ſtate; our attention, and hopes are prin- 
cipally directed to that diſtant proſpect, 
nor is the perfection of enjoyment to take 
place till this ſcene of exiſtence be paſt. 

Yet notwithſtanding that the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation regards the concerns of this 
world but in a ſecondary light, it will ne- 
vertheleſs be found by experience to have 
an immediate influence on our preſent 
condition, ſo that it may be truly ſaid, to 
have the promiſe of the Life that now 1s, as 
well as of that which is to come. 

The Effect both of preſent and future 
happineſs is produced by Chriſtianity— 
firſt——through the Goſpel communication 
of certain truths of which it is in the high- 
eſt degree important for us to be aſſured; 
and ſecondly—by affording us a rule of 
conduct whereby we may be at peace, if 

not 
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not with the world, at leaſt with God, 


and ourſelves _ | 
That there 1s a Supreme Being, the ma- 
ker, and governor of all things, is indeed 


written in ſuch legible characters through 
the whole volume of Creation, that ſcarce 


in any age, or country have men doubt- 
ed of his exiſtence, but ſo involved in 


obſcurity were the reaſonings even of the 
learned, ſo contradictory to each other 


their opinions concerning the divine attri- 


butes, that, until the coming of Chriſt, 


the human mind, ever actuated by its 
hopes and fears to the inquiry, found 
no ſufficient boch on which it could 
ſecurely rely. 

Reſpecting even the divine providence, 
(however obvious it may no ſeem to infer, 
that he, who made the world by his power, 


ſhould continue to govern it by his wiſe. 


dom, ) yet while men were left to their 
own conjectures, many difficulties pre- 
ſented themſelves, and philoſophers of no 
mean eſtimation maintained that the Ma- 
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jeſty of God could not poſſibly ſubmit to 
concern itſelf with ſuch ineonſiderable 
beings as We are. 

But the. Chriſtian Revelurioh pliinly 
aſſures us, that God ſuperintends all our 
actions by his providence, and ordereth all 


things concerning them; that the good 
man is under his protection, and ſhall 
finally receive the reward of his A ee 
and perſeverance. N 

Can chis allliratice” of the dine care 
and juſtice fail to inſpire the true believer 
with à chearful reſignation to the will of 
God, under a ſteady confidence, that what- 
ever trial he may be expoſed to, whatever 
accidents may befal him, it is Mill defi ighed 
for his good, and will in the end win to 
his advaritage? esu 6h 

With reſpect alſo to the erer God's 
mercy, Men in a ſtate of nature were as 
much at a loſs; as they were concerning his 
Providence; they could at beſt. have at- 
tained to fn unckrtain hope, that God 


. might their offences upon 


= repentance 
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repentance and amendment of Life, that 
he certainly would do ſo, was far beyond 
the reach of their diſcovery, and a fearful 
expectation of wrath muſt have ſtill ag- 
gravated the conſciouſneſs of Sin. 

How unſpeakably full of peace and 
comfort therefore, how worthy the divine 
meſſenger 1s the declaration, that God 1s 
merciful as he 1s juſt ! what a ſource of 
ſatisfaction is it to us to know, that if the 
heart be but ſincere towards God the imper- 
fections of nature will have a favourable 
allowance made for them, that our paſt 
tranſgreſſions ſhall be blotted out from 
the Book of Life, by the blood of him who 
hath redeemed by his death the repentant 
ſinner, not only from the forfeitures of 
human frailty, but from the penalties alfo 
of actual guilt. 

Strong indeed were the natural argu- 
ments in proof of the immortality of the 
Soul, yet while the knowledge of that im- 
portant truth depended only on the con- 
eluſions of unaſſiſted reaſon, the proſpect 
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into that ſcene which lies beyond the grave 
was gloomy and melancholy. 
The Goſpel brought Life and immorta- 
lity into the fullneſs of light, and happy 
would it be for the wicked, could the awful 
- allurance of puniſhment as effectually de- 
ter them from ſin, as the promiſe of re- 
ward encourages. the pious Chriſtian to 
perſevere in the exerciſe of virtue. 
Nor is Chriſtianity leſs favourable to the 
particular happineſs of its profeſſors, than 
to the general intereſts of mankind, when 
conſidered as a rule of Life, and manners. 
Whoever candidly attends to its precepts 
will find that they are ſo far from encou- 
raging the paſſions which diſturb the peace 
of private life, or from giving countenance 
to a ſpirit of violence, tumult, or perſecu- 
tion, that they poſitively enjoin the prac- 
tice; of every moral virtue, which either 
tehds to exalt human nature, or promote 
the intereſts of Society. 
Herein, , O Man, hath God 7 
ed. thee what 1s good, and -aobat doth. 
the 
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| the Lord require of thee? but to do 
guſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk: 
humbly with thy God, Such. are the ge- 
general outlines of the Chriſtian's duty, 
and the fruits of his /, ſpiritual obe- 
dience are Love, Joy, Peace, Long- ſuffer- 
ing, Gentleneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Tem- 
perance ; The ſtate of mind compoſed of 
theſe affections, undiſturbed by what is 
paſt, and ſecure of what is to come, affords 
perhaps the leaſt ſplendid but the moſt. 
ſolid and unmixed happineſs to which 
human nature is capable of attaining. 
Be the lot of a good man acting un» 
der a religious Faith what it may, the 
influence of his principle will be found 
applicable to all the poſſible viciſſitudes 
of Life. I 
After this plain account of the Charac- 
ter and tendency of our holy religion 
(which whoever will but candidly conſult 
the ſcriptures will find confirmed in every 
part of them) little ſure need be ſaid in its 
defence againſt the groundleſs charge of its 
having 
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having more diſturbed the peace of man- 
kind, than promoted it. e 

My kingdom, ſays Chriſt, is not of this 
world, * what then has his doctrine, or have 
his diſciples to do with the ſpirit either of 
worldly intereſt, or ambition! 

Men indeed of ſelfiſh views, to whoſe 
deſigns the aſſiſtance of the multitude was 
neceſſary, ſeeing their confidence could no 
other way ſo effectually be obtained, have 
frequently made profeſſion of more than 
ordinary zeal for the intereſts of Chriſtian- 
ity, and under the pretence of promoting 
God's glory, have availed themſelves of the 
ignorant enthuſiam and paſſions of their 
followers, to the perpetration of crimes, 
which Chriſtianity both reprobates and 
abhors. hence then come Wars and Fight- 
ing among us, come they not hence, even of 
our luſts? AK 1 
Having ſtated what is the nature of 
that Peace ſpoken of in my text as the 


St. John, ch. xviii- ver. 36. 
gift 
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gift of Chriſt, I have only to remind you 
that the means whereby it is to be attained 
are Repentance, and Faith. , 

By the forced conſtruction which the 
ignorance and concert. of ſome men, and 
the credulity of others have put upon the 
ſimplicity of the Goſpel, many well inten- 
tioned. minds have been diſtreſſed to com- 
prehend what is meant by Faith; whereas 
the language of Scripture is plain, and 
eaſy, and if we will but take our notions 
of Faith from what the Goſpel declares it 
to be, we ſhall find that it is not ſo hard 
a thing either to be underſtood, or practiſ- 
ed, as numbers, who will not make the 
experiment, are apt to imagine. 

Faith, as delivered by our Church accor- 
ding to the plain ſenſe of the holy Scrip- 
tures, is indeed ſomething more than a 


bare purſuaſion that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 


or than a reliance upon, or application of 
his merits to ourſelves. It implies repent- 
ance, and Repentance, beſides a ſorrow for 
ſins paſt, requires a fincere reſolution to 
591 conform 
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conform in our Life for the future to the 
precepts of the Goſpel. Our Faith muſt 
be like that of the multitude at the preach- 
ing of the Apoſtles, of whom it is ſaid, 
that believing they turned unto the Lord; not 
like that of Simon Magus, who although 
he believed concerning the kingdom of 
God, and the name of Jeſus: Chriſt, yet 
was aſſured by Peter that he had neither 
part nor let in the ſpirit, . becauſe bis beart 
was not right in the ;fight of God.x 
The beſt means of knowing whether we 
have that faith which the Goſpel requires 
is to examine into the nature and princi- 
ples of our actions; as a tree is known by 
its fruit, ſo is the heart of a man by the 
good and evil conduct of his life. This 
is a teſt plain and eaſy to be underſtood, 
unleſs we wilfully decerve ourſelves. - - 
In recommending; good works as the 
teſt of Faith, let it not be underſtood that 
we are to ground our confidence on their 
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excellence or perfection. When we have 
done the beſt we can, and may not be 
conſcious of any enormous guilt, yet ſuch 
15 the imperfection of human nature, we 
cannot thereby be juſtified. A ſenſe of 
our own unworthineſs 1s nevertheleſs com- 
patible with our confidence in God's mercy 
through Jeſus Chriſt ; he expects not per- 
fection in us but ſincerity in our purſuit 
after righteouſneſs, and thus much may 
every man know of his own heart. 

Equally diſtant from the fatal extremes 
of preſumption and deſpair is the true 
Chriſtian Faith ; far from offering encou- 
ragement to obdurate guilt, it on the other 
hand leaves not the penitent ſinner under 
the horrors of reprobation, 

To ſuch therefore as ſenſible of their 
own frailty have recourſe to Almighty God 
for pardon and forgiveneſs through Jeſus 
Chriſt, and will comply with the terms 
propoſed in the Goſpel, we preach remiſ- 
ſion of Sins, that being juſtified by Faith, 
they may have peace with God a our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


SER- 
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SERMON X. 


ST. LUKE, 
Chapter xviii. Verſe 14. 


1 tell you, this Man went down to his houſe 
juſtified rather than the other. 


Humility, which conſiſts in a mo- 

deſt ſenſe of our own merit, and Charity, 

which diſpoſes us to judge favourably of 

others, are, among the Virtues which 

| adorn the Chriſtian profeſſion, molt ſuit- 

able to the frail condition of Human na- 

ture, and therefore maſt forcibly recom- 
mended to us by our Holy Religion. 

We are frequently reminded in Scrip- 

ture 
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ture that Man has nothing of his own 
wherein he may boaſt, as if he deſerved 
it; whoſoever therefore diſtinguiſhed by 
any circumſtance of ſuperiority above his 
Brethren, overlooks the Giver of all Good 
things, and is forgetful of his own unwor- 

thineſs, diſhonours God by ingratitude 
towards his Benefactor, and by pride to- 
wards his Fellow Creatures. 
Unreaſonable however, and unbecoming 
as ſuch a conduct is, the leaſt experience 
or obſervation may convince us, how apt 
we are to take glory to ourſelves, when it 
is due only to God. | 
Itisdone on almoſt every occaſion of com- 
-petition be the object contended for what 
it may. It is not only the conqueſt or the 
N Rule of Nations, but the ſlighteſt diſtinc- 
tion of pre- eminence, in talents, dreſs, or 
equipage, which are ſeen to make men un- 
mindful of what they are, and (as it were) 
to juſtify them in their own conceit, for all 
the preference they arrogate in ſociety. But, 
O \ vain Man, what haßt thou, that thou didft not 


U receive? 
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receive? Now if thou didft receive it, why doſt 
thou glory, as if thou hadft not received it? 

Reaſon, as well as Religion may con- 
vince us that there could be no claim what- 
ever in any man, which might induce Pro- 
vidence; to place him in a more exalted ſta- 


tion than the reſt of his fellow-cteatures; 


or beſtow upon him any extraordinary 
powers of Body, or Mind ; he who is 
endowed with ſuch powers, is indeed na- 


turally inclined to wiſh it were ſo; and 


when flattery indulges our inclinations we 
eaſily admit an error wherein there ap- 
pears ſo much gratification. 

The intereſts of Civil Society, even che 
very exiſtence of it requires; that there 
ſhould be a political ſubordination of rank, 
and authority, to which reſpect and defe- 


rence are due; nor can they reaſonably be 


with-held by any man who wiſhes well to 
the peace and proſperity of the State; un- 
der which he enjoys protection. 

But I confine myſelf to thoſe perſonal 
pretenſions of 'which we are apt to be till 


more vain, though few if any can be per- 


. 
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ſuaded to hold them in the like eſtimation 
which we do ourſelves. | 

If there is any human excellence which 
might aſſume a title to ſelf- approbation, 
and a favourable compariſon with other 
men, it 18 a Conſciouſneſs of Moral Rec- 
titude in principle, and practice, as it is the 
higheſt perfection to which human nature 
can attain. Hereby we approach and are 
aſſimilated to that ſuperior order of Beings, 
whoſe glory and delight it is to imitate 
their great Creator; while on the other 
hand, vicious - habits debaſe us from the 
rank of Reaſonable agents, to the level 
of Brutes. % % 

Such being confeſſedly the conſtant 
effects of Virtue, and Vice; it may per- 
haps at firſt view appear contradictory to 
truth, and common ſenſe, to tell a perſon, 
whoſe life is apparently regular and oſten- 
ſibly full of good works, that another with 
leſs diſplay of the like merit, may, from his 
greater humility and conſciouſneſs of his 


own imperfections, be more acceptable in 
the ſight of God. | 


This 
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This however is the doctrine of tlie Pa- 
rable before us which the Evangeliſt ex- 
preſſly ſays, was addreſſed by our Lord to 
certain who truſted in themſelves that they were 
righteous, and deſpiſed others, or as St. Paul 
deſcribes them, who going about to eftabliſh 
their own righteouſneſs, did not ſubmit them- 

ſelwes to the righteouſneſs of God.* 

In order to the better underſtanding the 
leſſon intended to be conveyed by the Pa- 
rable, I ſhall briefly diſtinguiſh the charac- 
ters of the perſons concerned. 

The one is a Phariſee, of a ſe& the moſt 
conſiderable among the Jews, from an ap- 
parent ſanctity of manners, and a ſcrupu- 
lous attention to the . ceremonial law. 
The Phariſees faſted often, made long 
prayers in publick, were exact in the pay- 
ment of their tythes, and diſtributed much 
alms among the poor; by theſe ſpecious 

arts, they attained the object of their am- 
bition, the approbation of the multitude, 
and a powerful influence in the ſtate; but 


* Ep. to Rom. ch. x. ver. 3. 
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as we learn from various paſſages of the 
New Teſtament, all this diſplay of piety 
and benevolence was mere oſtentation; it 
had its ſource in Pride, and tended to Pre- 
fumption. 

The other Character was a Publican ; 
one of the officers employed in collecting 
the tribute impoſed on the Jews, by the 
Romans. Impatient as the Jews are 
known to have been under every form of 
their own Government, it is not to be 
wondered at, that they ſubmitted with 
much reluctance to the exactions of a fo- 
reign Power. The profeſſion therefore of 
a Publican was odious to them, and the 
name a term of reproach. 

Such were the Men who went up toge- 
ther to the temple to pray. 

Let us next attend to the manner, and 
ſtyle of their addreſs. 

The Phariſee flood and prayed thus with 
 tumſelf,, God, I thank thee that I am not as 
other men are, Extortioners, Unjuſt, Adulterers, 
or even as this Publican ; I faſt twice in the 
week, I give tythes of all I poſſeſs Where 
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in (may it be aſked) is this addreſs ſo 
reprehenſible? The Phariſee is perſuaded 
of his own righteouſneſs by more than a 
mere opinion deſtitute of proof, he appeals 
to the regular conduct of his Life, he ac- 
knowledges that his virtues proceed from 
Gad, as he thanks him for them; he only 
prefers himſelf to the tranſgreſſors of the 
Law, and follows the general prejudice of 
his. Country againſt the profeſſion of a 
Publican. | 
Yet notwithſtanding this ſpecious apo- 
logy, the Phariſee was guilty of Pride, 
Uncharitableneſs, and Preſumption; he 
was conceited of his ritual obſervances, 
and arrogantly cenſorious againſt thoſe 


who were leſs exact than himſelf in the 


ceremonies of the Law, But that where- 
in he was chiefly culpable, was his vain 
preſumption in attempting to juſtify him- 
ſelf in the fight of God, by his moral 
virtues; he trufted in himſelf that he 105 


righteous, and was above aſking for mercy. 


The Publican in the mean time ſtanding 
K ; . 
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afar off and not daring ſo much as to lift 
up his eyes unto heaven, ſmote upon his 

breaſt and all he ſaid was—God be merciful 
to me @ Sinner.—So far was he from making 
a diſplay of his merits, that he does not 
even mention them in extenuation of his 
guilt; conſcious. that he has nothing to 
offer ſufficient for his juſtification, he dares 
not appeal to the juſtice of God, but 
throws himſelf entirely upon the mercy of 
his judge. | 

Such was the conduct of him who went 
down to his houſe juſtified rather than the 
other, 

The ſenſe of the Parable i is too obvious 
to need a particular explanation, I ſhall 
only remind you therefore of the infer- 
ences reſulting from it. 

Firſt—that it ill becomes us on partial 
compariſons to decide unfavourably of 
each other. 

We may indeed in our civil capacity 
ſometimes be under the neceſſity of pro- 
ceeding to the condemnation of a Crimi- 


nas 
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nal even to the loſs of Life; yet it is with 
the utmoſt caution that an evil intention 
is admitted in a court of juſtice, even when 
the commiſſion of the criminal act is 
aſcertained, and the Law judges it better 
that a guilty man ſhould ſometimes eſcape, 
than that an innocent man ſhould ſuffer 
unjuſtly. 


- 
But as individuals we have neither 


ſufficient infight into, nor certain means 


of deſcerning the real character. Judge 
not, ſays our Lord, according to the appear- 
ance, but judge righteous judgment, * intimat- 
ing that whenever we judge according to 


appearances only, we are in danger of 


Judging unrighteouſly. 

It was thus the Phariſce condemned 
the Publican, he knew the reproachful 
circumſtances of his outward condition, 
but was a ſtranger to the rectitude of his 
Heart. It was thus when Mary Magda- 
len was weeping at our Saviour's feet, that 
our Lord was cenſured as ignorant of her 


* St. John, ch. vii. ver. 24. 
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Character, her accuſers knew the irregula- 
rity of her. paſt conduct, but they knew 
not that ſhe was then in the act of repent- 
ance. 

Our judgment therefare formed from 
appearances only cannot be rehed upon as 
certain. It ſhould alſo be remembered, 
that we have no authority to condemn 
each other upon our own opinion of guilt; 
in our private capacity we are account- 
able to God alone; he only, who by his 
infinite knowledge can diſcern the ſecrets 
of the heart, and who, as our Creator, has 
a juſt right to exerciſe a ſovereignty aver 
all his creatures, is the proper judge of the 
world. 

But to man it may be ſaid, who art thou | 
that judgeft another's Servant? to his own Maſs 
ter be flandeth or falleth. Let not Chriſtianity 
therefore be charged as productive of ſelfs 
conceit, or cenſoriouſneſs, the whole tenor 
of its precepts is directed to ſubdue pride, 
and every criminal affection ariſing from 
it, though it muſt be confeſſed, examples 
are but too common of ſuch as affect to 
1 dignify 
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dignify their arrogance and calumny, with 
the plauſible pretences of zeal for Virtue 
and Religion. 

But the inference from the Parable 
which I -would principally recommend ta 
your conſideration, is, that our hopes of 
acceptance hereafter cannot be founded on 
our own merits, ſeeing that it is by the 
gracious mercy of God alone through Je- 
ſus Chriſt, that Man is juſtified in his 
ſight. 

It has pleaſed the wiſe author of our 
being to implant in the human breaſt, a 
ſenſe of good, and evil, and to give us 
Reaſon to guide our choice between them; 
but ſo turbulent are our paſſions that its 
ſtill, ſmall voice is but ſeldom heard, and 
even when it is heard, not attended to as 
it ought. They therefore who maintain 
the infallibility of Reaſon, and think it 
ſufficient, to guide us to a ſtate of immor- 
tality, and happineſs, over-rate its excel- 
lence. Every Man's experience muft 
convince him, that he is at beſt but a 
very imperfect being: As many as ad- 

| mit 
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mit the Scripture Hiſtory of our firſt 
Parent's fall, are not at a loſs to account 
for human infirmity ; and even they who 
cannot reconcile the fall of Man to 
the vain conceits of their own dignity, 
and to divine Juſtice, muſt ſtill find fre- 
quent occaſions to acknowledge their weak- 
neſs, and propenſity to evil. Alike appli- 
cable to the believer and the unbehever is 
the confeſſion of the Apoſtle, that the good 
which he would, he frequently did not, and 
the evil which he would not, that he did.* 
Whether therefore we conſult Scripture 
or experience, either may ſerve to convince 
us, that whatever may be the primary 
cauſe of human infirmity, the effects of at 
are evident. | 
I recommend the conſideration of this 
acknow ledged truth moſt earneſtly to your 
ſerious attention, becauſe whoever is fully 
ſatisfied that he has no claim on God for. 
a ſtate of bleſſed immortality either from 
his nature or his merit, is almoſt perſuaded 


* Ep. to Rom. ch, vii. ver. 19. 
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to be a Chriſtian. While the pride of 
ſelf-ſufficiency prevails, the Doctrine of a 
Redeemer, and divine Grace muſt appear 
unneceſſary, and will therefore be deemed 
impoſſible to have proceeded from God, 
the death of Chriſt will be treated as of 
no effect, our preaching and your faith 
looked upon alike vain, and unprofitable. 
How indeed God came at firſt to call 
forth into being a Creature formed as Man 
is, with ſuch a portion of infirmity as 
muſt ſubject him to tranſgreſſion, and ex- 
poſe him to the ſentence denounced againſt 
diſobedience, 1s a queſtion which may na- 
turally occur to the mind impreſſed with a 
true ſenſe of its own imperfection ; Scrip- 
ture alone affords a ſolution of the diffi- 
culty. We collect from thence that after the 
angels had rebelled againſt God and fallen 
from their original ſtate of Glory; God 
was pleaſed to create an inferior order of 
Beings, capable indeed of immortal happi- 
neſs though not like the Angels admitted to 
jt at once. Man was placed in Paradiſe in a 
ſtate 
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ſtate of Probation, where proof might firſt 
be given of a diſpoſition to acknowledge 
that whatever bleſſings he might enjoy, 
were derived from the free goodneſs of his 
Maker ; with this view was he formed, and 
declared good, adapted to the purpoſes of 
his being, and pure from actual evil; ne- 
vertheleſs he muſt have been from the be. 
ginning ſubject to tranſgreffion, being left 
to the determination of his own free will, 
whether he would recognize the ſovereignty 
of God by obedience to his command, or 
yield to the deceitful ſuggeſtions of the 
Tempter, under the flattering aſſurance 
of becoming mdependent. Yield he did, 
and thereby forfeited for himſelf and his 
poſterity the claim of eternal life, obedience 
being the condition on which it was to be 


imparted, and that condition broken. It 


would be Folly, or Impiety to ſuppoſe that 
God, to whom all things to come are alike 
known as all things preſent, or paſt, ſhould 
not have foreſeen the fatal conſequence of 
human frailty. 


How 
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How then, (it may be aſked) was the ex- 
periment conſiſtent with Divine Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, or Juſtice ?—Reaſon may be at 
a loſs for an anſwer, but Revelation aſſures 
us, that the Redemption of Man through 
Jeſus Chriſt, made a part in the general de- 
ſign of the Creation, and was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world. Ad- 
mitting then, that God did foreknow, and 
permit the fall of our firſt Parent, yet he 
foreknew, and had prepared in Jeſus Chriſt, 
the means of our Reſtoration to the like 
conditional ſtate of acceptance. 

The whole hiſtory of God's dealings to- 
wards us appears to unfold a wiſe, and 

gracious purpoſe, of humbling the heart 
of Man, leſt he ſhould rebel preſumptuouſ- 
ly againſt his Creator. 

We muſt therefore conclude that a juft 
fenſe of our own unworthineſs is the fun- 
damental principle of a Chriſtian's know- 
Tedge, and Duty; it directs us to place our 
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chief confidence in the co-operation of the 
Holy Spirit; whoſe aid is promiſed to all 
thoſe who earneſtly ſeek it, and which 
alone can make perfect our weakneſs. 

I cannot conclude without mentioning 
one neceſſary caution, Let it not be ima- 
gined, that becauſe our very beſt actions 
are defective, moral virtue is therefore of 
no eſtimation in the ſight of God, or that 
Faith in the ſufferings of Chriſt will diſ- 
penſe with our endeavours, or ſuperſede our 
obligations to Holineſs. The Conditions 
impoſed upon Man in his firſt eſtate re- 
quired a conformity in his conduct with 
whatever was right, and pleaſing to the 
Author of his Being. The coming of 
Chriſt was to reſtore us again to the divine 
favour, which the tranſgreſſion of thoſe 
conditions in a particular inſtance of diſ- 
obedience had forfeited, and to render our 
endeavours after righteouſneſs (imperfect as 
they ſtill may be) acceptable to God. But 
becauſe the mercy of God through the me- 
rits of Jeſus Chriſt no longer imputes to 

us 
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us the diſobedience of Adam, ſhall our 
own wilfulneſs paſs unpuniſhed? and are 
we to fin that Grace may abound ?—God 
forbid! 

Let us on the contrary uniformly ſtrive 
after a Life of Holineſs and Virtue, hum- 
bling ourſelves before God ; when we have 
done our beſt, we ſhall find but too much 
cauſe to exclaim, as the Publican did, God 
be merciful to me a Sinner! Who 1s there 
among us, if at this moment ſummoned to 
the tribunal of God, could dare with the 
Phariſee to aſk for Juſtice, rather than 
Mercy ? 

Righteous only art thou, O Lord, who 
in mercy haſt appointed for us ſuch means 
of Salvation as are altogether ſuitable to 
our Nature and thy Glory, 
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SERMON XI. 


ST. LUKE; 
Chapter xvi. Verſe 8. 


The Children of. this World are, in their gene- 
ration, Wiſer than the Chi laren of Light. 


Ta E Parable which gave occaſion to 
this reflection of our Saviour relates, that 
an unjuſt Steward was accuſed of waſting 
his Maſter's goods, and conſequently 
threatened with diſmiſſion. 

Aware of his ſituation; and fearful of 
the diſtreſs impending, he called to him 
his Lord's Debtors, and remitting to each a 


part of what was owing by them, he 
L hoped 


= 


hoped this indulgence would ſo far con- 
ciliate their favour, that they might be 
induced to reccive him into their houſes ; 
his Lord commended the precaution ;— 
then follows the remark of my text, that 
the Children of this World are, in their gene- 
ration, Wiſer than the Children of Light. 

It is obvious to the {lighteſt experience, 
that the generality of Men, in their tempo- 
ral concerns, act on ſuch principles as 
they judge moſt conducive to the point at 
which they aim, while in the more import- 
ant purſuits of Eternity, few are found 
who adapt their conduct to their conviction, 
or their intereſt. This inconſiſtency our Sa- 
viour plainly alludes to, and reproves. 

It is my intention after explaining the 
diſtinction of terms, Children of this World, 
and Children of Light, to ſhew wherein 
the former excel the latter, and to exhort 
you to imitate their prudence, and pre- 
caution, | | 

The Children of this World, are they 
whoſe affections are ſet upon the enjoy- 

ments 
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ments of this Life, who propoſe to them- 
ſelves, as the greateſt poſſible happineſs, 
the gratification of their ſenſual appetites, 
the improvement of their fortune, or the 
attainment of ſome favourite object of 
ambition. 

Theſe are the prevailing conſiderations 
which influence Mankind in general, and 
were we not every one of us ſenſible of 
the ſtruggle there ſtill is, or has been in 
our own breaſt, to regulate our deſires, and 
proportion them to the real worth of the 
object; it would be hardly credible, that a 
rational and enlightened creature, as Man 
is, capable of judging and chooſing at all, 
ſhould judge ſo ill, and make ſo bad a 
choice. 

All worldly enjoyments are confeſſedly 
*uncertain both in their nature and dura- 
tion ; and (ſetting aſide the danger of 
exceſs, and the criminality to which they 
expoſe us,) no doubt can be admitted, but 
that if they forſake not us, we muſt ſoon 
forſake them, 

L 2 The 
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The religious expectation of a future 
ſtate, founded upon the authority of God's 
word, propoles bleſſings to our obedience 
ineſtimabie in value, and laſting as eterni- 
ty; yet notwithſtanding all the leſſons of 
experience and reflection, and all the ar- 
guments ſupporting our faith, the preſent 
life, ſhort as it is, has a preference in the 


general eſteem to the glorious ſtate of 


immortality and perfection, in a life to 
come. 

The temporal intereſts and the paſſions 
of Mankind, are the impulſes which for 
the moſt part actuate them, for theſe it is 
that Men riſe up early, and late take reſt, 
eating the bread of carefulneſs. To what 
other end 1s all that hurry, that eagerneſs 
of induſtry and competition, which is ſcen 
in the world, than for the world itſelf, 
who ſhall have the largeſt ſhare, and make 
the greateſt figure in it; to theſe attain- 


ments, the common principles of educa- 


tion, and the ordinary counſels of paren- 
tal affection are chiefly directed. Is it not 
roo 


1 
too with this view, that in a more advanced 
ſtate of Life, connections are formed, and 
maintained, at the hazard of innocence 
and integrity, ſometimes at the expence of 
happineſs itſelf? 

This attachment to ſenſible objects has 
been the prevailing folly of paſt ages, as 
it is ſtill of our own; there have ever 
been too many, who 7ogk not God for their 
firength, but made Gold their hape, and truſt- 
ed in the multitude of their riches Such are 
the Children of this World. | 

In the midſt however of much dark- 
neſs, ſome there have been, and God be 
praiſed! there fill are many, who thine 
forth as Children of Lizht, who extend 
their view beyond the proſpect of this 
life, and propoſe to themſelves, for their 
principal purſuit, the attainment of Lite 
Eternal. | 

Every ſincere and decided Chriſtian 
conceives that he is born to nobler expect- 
ations than this World can fulfii; he 
looks forward beyond the grave to an 
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inheritance of glory that will never fade, 
to the poſſeſſion of treaſures which nei- 
ther fraud nor violence can take from him, 
neither age nor accident deſtroy. Where- 
in then could our Saviour find cauſe to 
cenſure the conduct of ſuch a Man, in 
declaring that te Children of this World 


were Wiſer than the Children of Light. 


That we may not miſtake the true ſenſe 
and extent of the obſervation, it is neceſ- 


ſary to be remarked, that the commenda- 


tion given by the Lord to his Steward, 
did not apply to his diſhoneſt means of 
conciliating friends, but merely to the 
prudence of his precaution, in preparing 
againſt the day of his diſtreſs. 

Nor does our Saviour declare that 7b# 
Ctildren of this World are abſolutely Wiſe, 
but Wiſer only in their Generation, that is, 
as far as this Life only is concerned: In 


the choice of their end, or their mode of 
attaining it, they cannot be thought to 


act wiſely, unleſs they can firſt prove that 
there is no diſtinction of right and wrong, 
no 
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no reſurrection of the dead to judgment. 
Wiſe indeed even in this reſpect are they 
in their own conceit, and pity others, who 
thrive leſs well in the World, or do not 


enjoy its pleaſures, to the ſame extent as 


themſelves, more for their folly, than for 
their poverty, or miſery; but whatever 
may be their own, or the common opi- 
nion, there is nothing in the words of our 
Saviour, which can be wreſted to approve 
their choice, or the unjuſt means whereby 
they may accompliſh their purpoſes: in 
theſe reſpects, it is plain ſtill, as St. Paul 
obſerves, that the wiſdom of the World 1s 
fooliſhneſs with God. 

But, notwithitanding that the charge 
of folly bears full on the imprudence 
of their choice, and that the means they 
employ may not always be juſt, yet 
whoever attends to their earneſtneſs 
in proſecuting their object, mult - per- 
ceive that they apply themſelves with 
more zeal and perſeverance to their pur- 
ſuits, than tbe Children of Light uſual- 
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ly diſplay in ſeeking the bleſſings of 
Eternity. | 

Men devoted to their ſenſual pleaſures, 
or worldly intereſts, are not apt to enter- 
tain doubts, or be diſcouraged at every 
little difficulty which may obſtruct their 
ſucceſs. Where certainty cannot be had, 
"they proceed with confidence upon proba- 
bility ; the Huſbandman knoweth, that it 
is not always the choice of the ſeed, nor 
the favourable ſeaſon in which he ſows it, 
that will inſure him a plentiful harveſt. 
It is not the number of forces, the expe- 
rjence of their commander, their diſci- 
pline, or courage, that can make victory 
certain. Can the {kill of the Phyſician give 
more than probable hopes of a recovery ? 
Yet in theſe and other the moſt intereſting : 
of our worldly concerns, Men are decided 
in their opinion, and proceed with confi- 

dence. | 
But do the Children of Light act thus? 
Are they not perplexed with every doubt 
which the Sophiſtry of infidelity throws in 
their 
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their way? and even while they ſtill admit 
the teſtimony of God's word, that their 
endeavours ſhall at length be crowned with 
ſucceſs, are they not cool, and irrefolute in 
their devotions ? | 

Again the Children of this World are ſeen 
to prefer their intereſt and their pleaſure to 
all other conſiderations whatever ; though 
their end is falſe, they are true to it, and 
adhere ta it at any rate; they will forego 
preſent gratifications, mortify their paſ- 
ſions, deny themſelves reſt, and (may I not 
add,) they will too often ſacrifice their opi- 
nion, and their integrity, to gain a point of 
diſtinction, profit, or advancement. 

But are the Children of Light fo readily 
diſpoſed to give up their inclinations, and 
to break into the hours of reit for their de- 
votions ? While the worldling employs the 
whole week in his temporal concerns, is it 
not with reluctance they can be prevailed 
upon, to ſet apart one day in ſeven to the 
glory and worſhip of God ? 

Hou attentive alſo are the Children of this 
World 


— — ͤ—ũ—ũ—ô —— — 


(1% 


Warld to avail themſelves of every opportu- 


nity that offers, to promote their wiſhes ; 
it 1s with them a common maxim, that the 
tide of wealth and honour muſt be taken 
at the flood ; they ſeize therefore the firſt 
favourable moment in making haſte to be 
rich, or great ; and herein they certainly 
do wiſely, in eſteeming the time preſent, 
as that only of which they are maſters, 
and therefore truſting not to the uncer- 
tainties of futurity. 

But what is more common than for men 
who believe, and acknowledge a life of 
purity neceſſary to the attainment of ever- 
laſting happineſs, ſtill to put off their re- 
pentance from day to day, as if the iſſue 


of life, were mn their own power. 


The laſt inftance I ſhall mention of 
worldly wiſdom is that which more imme- 
diately gave occaſion to our Saviour's re- 
mark, namely, the proviſion which the (bil- 
dren of this World are carefal in making a- 
gainſt the evils which threaten them. 

Happy would it be for the Children of 

Lizht, 
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Ligbt, could they too be perſuaded to uſe 


the like precaution, and make proviſion in 
time for thoſe comforts which the Soul 
will ſurely ſtand in need of we know not 
how ſoon.—Await not then till ſickneſs 
and old age ſhall warn you of approaching 
diſſolution, but ſet about the neceſſary taſk 
of repentance and amendment ere s night 
cometh, in which no man can work, Truſt 
not, that the dim lamp of Life, while it ex- 
pires over the bed of fickneſs, will yield 
ſufficient light to cheer the departing ſpirit, 
tilt it {hail have made its peace with God; 
it will then ſtand in need of every conſola- 
tion, and the reflection of a well-ſpent 
Life will be among the firſt. How can 
the eye of Faith look forward for forgive- 
neſs, unleſs the review of what 1s paſt 
afford ſome reaſon to hope for mercy 7” 

It 1s in vain to urge any arguments from 
the conſideration of a future {tate to men 


who loſt in worldly purfuits diſclaim all 
intereſt in it. Their reaſoning is juſt, let 


us eat, drink, and be merry, if they are ſatis- 
| tied 
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fied that to-morrow they are to die, never 
more to live. But for one who diſbelieves the 
reſurrection from any thing like convic- 
tion, thouſands there are who ſtill believe, 
and tremble. 

You who hear me this day, acknow- 
ledge by your preſence at the ſervice of 
the Church, that you have other notions 
of God, and Eternity; to you, who believe 
there 1s a God, and that he is the rewarder 
of them who ſeek him, J addreſs myſelf with 
greater confidence of ſucceſs, when I 
exhort you, to conſider, that knowledge, 
and conviction are but aggravating cir- 
cumſtances of guilt, if they are ſuffered 
to he buried in the heart, and bring not 
forth the fruit of Holineſs. 

Conſider this, ye who know God, and 
are backward in practiſing your duty to- 
wards him. In the purſuit of Eternal 
happineſs, give it not a ſpeculative, but an 
active preference; be guided by ſuch max- 
ims as are the ordinary principles of 
worldly wiſdom; be content with the evi- 

dence 
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dence which it has pleaſed God to afford, 
and act upon it with confidence. 

Remember that the preſent opportunity 
may be the laſt, and if not immediately 
improved may quickly be paſt and gone 
for ever.—Now is the accepted time -N 
zs the day of Salvation. No man having put 
bis hand to the Ploush and locking back, is fit 
fer the Kingdom of God, 
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SERMON XII. 


EpisTLE 70 the RoMANs, 
Chapter iii. Verſe 29. 


U he the God of the Jews only? Is he not 
alſo of the Gentiles? 


Ir is the peculiar excellence of the Chriſ- 
tian diſpenſation that it extends the bleſ- 
ſings of divine goodneſs and mercy to the 
whole race of Mankind. In the light in 
which the Goſpel repreſents him, God is n 
reſpecter of Perſons, but in every nation, he 
that feareth him, and worketh righteouſneſs, is 
accepted with him.* From the univerſal Pa- 


* Acts, ch. x, ver. 34, 35. 
rent 


„ 


rent of all created beings, Impartial Bene- 
volence may reaſonably be expected; it 1s 
an attribute of perfection ſuitable to the 
notions we naturally form of his infinite 
Juſtice. | 

The Scriptures however have in this re- 
ſpect been charged with contradicting them- 
ſelves, as if what we are required to be- 
lieve of God's Nature was irreconcileable 
with the Hiſtory they give of his dealings 
with the Sons of Men. 

The advocates for Infidelity have with 
an air of triumph aſſerted, that either God 
did not reveal himſelf to the deſcendants of 
Abraham in the particular manner related 
in the Old Teſtament, or that if he did, 
he therein favoured one nation inconſiſtent- 
ly with the impartiality aſcribed to him in 
the New Teſtament. 

Every Chriſtian acknowledges the Jew- 
Iſh religion to have its appointment from 
God]; it muſt be confeſſed likewiſe that the 
inſtitution was confined to one ſmall people 
poſſeſſing but an inconſiderable portion of 
the carth in compariſon with the mighty 

. Em- 


K 


Empires of the Eaſt.—Its limitation we 
grant to be expreſſly aſſerted in the Holy 
Scriptures: He ſbewed his word unto Jacob, 
his flatutes, and his judgments unto Iſrael; he 
hath not dealt ſo with any other nation, neither 
have the Heathen knowledge of his Laws.* 

My intention nevertheleſs is, to ſhew, 
that notwithſtanding the title of God's pe- 
culiar People, which the Jews fo vainly ar- 
rogated to themſelves, they were ever dealt 
with according to the ordinary courſe of 
divine Juſtice, and (which is the moſt im- 
portant, and intereſting part of the in- 
quiry) that the reſt of Mankind were 
cqually comprehended with them in the 
gracious deſign, and glorious accompliſh- 
ment of that diſpenſation which was deli- 
vered by their Prophets. 

From the whole tenor of the Law, and 
the ſeveral obligations impoſed upon the 
Jews, it is evident that the main object for 
which they were ſeparated, and kept diſ- 
tinct from the nations around them, was 


*Pſalm axlvii. ver. 19, 20. 
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to further the purpoſe of divine wiſdom 
and goodneſs, in making known the Meſ- 
ſiah in due time. 

In the conduct, and promotion of this 
gracious purpoſe it pleaſed God indeed to 
effect by ſigns and wonders their deliver- 
ance from the bondage of Egypt, yet he 
ſuffered them ſoon after for their perverſe- 
neſs to wander in the wilderneſs, and re- 
main there forty years. 

He fed them, it is true, when they cried 
to him in their diſtreſs, with bread from 
heaven, yet for the puniſhment of their 
crimes he ſent fiery ſerpents among them, 
the Earth opened and ſwallowed them up. 

Though he drove out the Heathen and 
gave them their Land in poſſeſſion, a land 
in compariſon of the wilderneſs wherein 
their forefathers had ſojourned, fing 
with mill and honey, yet was it not compar- 
able with many other parts of the Earth 
for healthfulneſs, and fertility, nor did they 
ever poſſeſs it long in peace or ſecurity; 
and leſt they might ſtill preſume on the 
particular interpoſition of God's Provi- 

dence, 
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dence, it was expreſſly declared to them, 
Not for thy righteouſneſs, or for the uprightneſs 
of thine heart doft thou go to poſſeſs their Land; 
but for the wickedneſs of theſe Nations, the 
Lord thy God doth drive them out before thee, 
and that he may perform the word which the 
Lord fware unto thy Fathers Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob. Underſtand therefore that the 
Lord thy God giveth thee not this good land to 
poſſeſs it for thy raghteouſnejs.* 

Their National proſperity was the tem- 
porary conſequence of publick virtues ; 
and whenever they turned aſide (as they fre- 
quently did) from doing what was right, 
and pleaſing in the ſight of God, National 
Calamity ever followed, their country was 
laid waſte, their fenced cities were broken 
down, and their Sons and their Daughters 
were led into Captivity. 

By a ſpecial revelation a more diſtinct 
knowledge of God's nature and will was 
indeed imparted to the Jews than to the 


reſt of the world; but at the ſame time 


* Deut. ch. ix. ver. 5, 6. 
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the burthen of a ceremonial law was im- 
poſed upon them, attended with ſo many 
difficulties in the obſervance of it, that St. 


Paul ſtyles it, a miniſtry of Death, and Con- 


demnation,* preſenting to men's conſciences 


an obligation hard to be complied with in 


the degree of perfection required, and yet 


_ expreſſly denouncing curſes on him that 
continued not in all things to do them. 


The Apoſtle juſtly argues farther con- 
cerning this ſpecial revelation, which at firſt 
view appears to be ſuch a mark of extraor- 
dinary Grace, that they had no reaſon to 
be proud of the diſtinction; for ſince it had 
not produced in them an improvement pro- 


portionably greater than what the light of 


reaſon, and the law of nature had brought 
forth in other men, it was in conſequence 
rather to be conſidered as a diſadvantage, 
as it rendered their crimes more inexcuſ- 
able, and their condition worſe than that 
of ignorance. | 

The Jews nevertheleſs under theſe cir- 


* Second Ep. to Cor, ch. iii, ver. 7, 9. 
Cum- 
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cumſtances were highly conceited of their 
own pre-eminence, and deſpiſed the reſt of 
mankind as unworthy of God's favour ; 
but ſo far was this imaginary dignity from 
procuring them either admiration, reſpect, 
or eſteem among the other nations of the 
earth, that they have been in every age the 
pitiable objects of popular diſlike, from the 
pride of their pretenſions, the peculiarity of 
their manners, and ever ſince the time when 


they rejected the Meſſiah, from the wretch- 


edneſs of their condition as a people. 
Theſe conſiderations are ſufficient to ſhew 
that there 1s no ground for charging God 
with unjuſt partiality to the Jewiſh nation. 
But the truth of this concluſion will more 
fully appear, if we contemplate the compre- 
henſive view of the Chriſtian diſpenſation. 
The firſt promiſe of a Redeemer was 
made in the moſt general terms, hat the 
ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe the head of the 
ſerpent ;* or in other words, that thereſhould 


ſpring from her who had been ſeduced into 


* Gen. ch. iii. ver. 15. 
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tranſgreſſion one who ſhould hereafter over- 
come the wiles of our deceitful Enemy, 
and render his malice of none effect. In 
proceſs of time, God was pleaſed to reveal 
more particularly to Abraham in reward 
for his faith and obedience, that he ſhould 
be the Father of a nation from which was 
to come the Meſſiah; it was nevertheleſs 
at the ſame time declared that the gracious 
eftects of his coming ſhould not be confin- 
ed to the Jewiſh nation, but be of univer- 
ſal concern and advantage. Jn thy ſeed 
ſhall all the nations of the Earth be bleſſed.* 
In this general ſenſe was the promiſe un- 

derſtood by Jacob, when in the ſpirit of 
Prophecy he ſaid, 2 him ſhall the gather- 
zngs of the people be. The Angel who pro- 
claimed the Birth of Chriſt, announced 
tidings of great joy to all people. Peace on 
Earth (not to the Land of Judea only, but 
to the uttermoſt ends of the world) and 
good will to all Mankind. In this light it 


* Gen, ch. xxvi. Ver. 4. 
+ Gen. ch. xlix. ver. 10. 
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was that Simeon, who looked for the con- 
ſolation of Iſrael, beheld the day of the 
Lord, Mine Eyes, ſaid he, have ſeen thy Sal- 
vation, which thou haſt prepared before the 
face of all people, a light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, and to be the glory of thy People Tjrael. 
We may therefore, and we are bound {till 
to acknowledge that Salvation is of the 
Jews, to them primarily pertained the adop- 
tion, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the Law, and the ſervice of God 
and the Promiſes, to the loſt ſheep of the 
houſe of Iſrael, was the perſonal miniſtry 
of Chriſt himſelf principally directed, but 
not confined in its effects; our Lord was 
a miniſter of the circumciſion for the truth of 1 
God, to confirm the promiſes made unto the þ 
Fathers, and that the Gentiles alſo might glo- } 
rify God for his mercy. 4 
Since then the Deſcendants of Abraham | 
according to the fleſh were choſen, not as j 
peculiar objects of divine favour, but as 9 
inſtruments only in the hands of Provi- =_ 
dence, for furthering the diſpenſation of 1 
mercy to all Mankind, fince as many as 1 
M 4 are 
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are believers in the true God, and in his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, are Children of Abraham 
by faith, and joint-heirs of the promiſe, it 
is the folly, or the falſehood of infidelity 
to charge God with partiality, or injuſtice. 

Few men indeed beſides the Jews them- 
ſelves, can now think, that God is the God 
of the Jews only; diſappointed in their vain 
hopes of worldly ſuperiority, they are in 
every Country where they inhabit regarded 
as aliens to the reſt of Mankind, and 
have been too frequently treated with illi- 
beral ſcorn, and cruel perſecutions ; their 
plagues have been wonderful, and of long con- 
tinuance. 

It is not therefore the name of Jew, or 
Gentile, the nation or family we are of, 
that is of any account in the ſight of God; 
the partition wall was broken down when 
the grace of God, which bringeth Salvation, 
appeared unto all Men alike, henceforth the 
fame Lord over all is rich in mercy and good- 
neſs unto all that call upon him. 

Having, I truſt, ſufficiently eſtabliſhed 
the title which we, who are not of the ſtock 

of 


E 


of Abraham, have to a part in the Meſſiah, 
let us advert to the nature and condition 
of the benefits we are to expect through 
his interceſſion. 

Theſe are forgiveneſs of ſin, and ever- 
laſting life upon faith and repentance. 
God ſo loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son to the end that whoſoever belieu- 
eth on him ſhould not periſh but have ever- 
laſting life. 

But it may be aſked, if there is no other 
name given under Heaven whereby Men ſhall 
be ſaved than the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
how comes it to paſs, that before, and 
ſince the promulgation of the Goſpel Sal- 
vation, millions after millions have paſſed 
away without ever hearing of it at all? 
If whole nations have been and till are 
ſuffered to die in 1gnorance and ſin, where 
is that univerſal benevolence, that impar- 
tial gift of mercy contended for in this 
diſcourſe. 

It muſt be acknowledged that great 
ſtill is the myſtery of our redemption. 
Evident indeed is the diſplay of divine 

power 
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power in the creation, . and viſible are the 
effects of God's providence in the pre- 
fervation, and order of the world, but 
the extent of his mercy, in reſtoring 
ſinful Man to a ſtate of acceptance, is 
what by ſearching we never could have 
found out, nor has he ſubmitted to our 
judgment the fitneſs of the means 
whereby he hath effected our Salvation. 
Sufficient is it for us to know the things 
that concern ourſelves, and that God 
hath no where preſcribed the benefits 
of our Saviour's death within thoſe 
limits of time and place, which bound 
the publication of the Goſpel. It be- 
comes us to have implicit confidence 
in the truth and juſtice of the aſſurance, 
that every man ſhall hereafter be judged 
according to what be bath, and not according 
ta what he hath not. x He will not be the 
object of mercy, or wrath, in proportion 
to the degree of knowledge, but of im- 
provement made of the ſttuation, and cir- 


* Second Ep. to Cor. ch. viii. ver. 12. 


Cum, 


6 


cumſtances in which Providence may have 
placed him. 

Here then let us ſet bounds to our ſpecu- 
lative curioſity, and contemplate, with hu- 
mility and confidence, the divine attributes 
of juſtice and mercy. N 

How far our own conduct 1s conſiſtent 
with the knowledge imparted to us, 1s a 
ſubject much more becoming and intereſt- 
ing in the inquiry, as well as attended 
with leſs difficulty in the ſolution. 

Be the degree of indulgence what it may 
which it ſhall pleaſe God, at the great day 
of final retribution, to make to thoſe nations 
who have lived under the light of nature 
only. We, to whom a fuller meaſure of 
knowledge, and a diſtinct rule of duty has 
been given, have certainly no claim or juſt 
expectation to be included in it. 

When the Jews rejected the Salvation 
offered to them in the goſpel, Chriſt de- 
clared that their guilt aroſe from their ne- 
glecting the grace which was tendered to 
them, that had he not come, and ſpoken to 
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them, had he not in proof of his divine 
commiſſion done among them the things which 
none other Man did, they had not had fin. — 
The ſame concluſion is applicable to our- 
ſelves. Had we never heard of the truths 
of Chriſtianity, nor had the teſtimonies of 
its divine authority been tranſmitted down 
to us, our ignorance might have been our 
apology ; but if in this Country the Goſpel 
is hid, 1“ ig hid unto them that are loſt. 

If therefore conceited of a vain philoſo- 
phy, and affecting to be wiſe above that 
which 1s written in the Holy Scriptures, 
we wilfully reſiſt the truth, if hurried on 
in the giddy round of diſſipation and folly, 
we give it not the attention due to its im- 
portance, if devoted to the purſuits of 
worldly intereſt, we admit not its influence 
to regulate our conduct, — We are of all 
Men moſt guilty here, and may juſtly 
expect to be moſt miſerable hereafter. 


# dt, John, ch. xv. ver. 22, 24. 


SER- 
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SERMON XIII. 


The FORTY-SECOND PSALM, 
Verſes 14, 15. 
Why art thou vexed, O my Soul] and why 


art thou ſo diſquieted within me? O put 
thy traſt in God. 


Am ONG the various diſtreſſes incident 


to human nature, there is none more de- 
ſerving of compaſſion, than the melancholy 
depreſſion of ſpirits, to which devout and 
well- meaning Men are frequently ſubject, 
from miſconcei ved notions of Religion. 
Chriſtianity in its genuine ſimplicity is 
to Man for the joy of his heart, and the 


ends 
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ends propoſed by it are Peace, Comfort, 
and Satisfaction in the preſent life, eternal 
happineſs in that which is to come. 

Whence 1s it then that its effects are ſo 
often contrary to its principles? and that 
what its divine author intended as the 
remedy for our infirmities, ſhould in ſome 
inſtances operate as a Poiſon? The adul- 
teration of its purity, by the groſs ad- 
ditions of Superſtition, and Fanaticiſm, 
1s the cauſe of this unhappy perverſion 
in its effect. 

The natural conſequence of that indiſ- 35 
creet, and miſtaken zeal which inſiſts on 
conſtant penances, and ſuch harſh rules 

of diſcipline as check the moſt innocent 
inclinations of the human mind, is either 
infidelity, or deſpair. 

It is next to impoſſible for a man who 
is above the loweſt claſs of ignorance, to 
perſuade himſelf, that God, his maker and 
preſerver, can be the author of ſuch ex- 

treme ſeverities as have obtained, and ſtill 
continue in many parts of the world to 
diſgrace 


( 


diſgrace not only the Heathen ſyſtems of 


worſhip, but the profeſſion of Chriſtianity 
itſelf. 

Hence it is, that the half-enlightened 
Sinner, without inquiring into the diſtinc- 
tions of Religion, and ſearching the Holy 
Scriptures for the genuine words of Eternal 
Life uncorrupted by the conceits of Men, 
liſtens eagerly to the ſpecious ſophiſtry of 
falſe Philoſophy, till his Reaſon is ſeduced 
to juſtify the indulgence of Paſſion, and 
the remonſtrances of conſcience are ſtifled 
by a haſty concluſion, that either there is 
no God, or that if there is, he is un- 
concerned at the actions of Men. 

We muſt have recourſe to one or 
other of theſe principles to account 
for the conduct of the faſhionable 
multitude, who diſregarding the moſt 
reaſonable reſtraints of religion give 
themſelves up to the purſuits of Plea- 
ſure, in the gratification of their appe- 
tites, and affect to pity thoſe who 
live otherwiſe for being as they conceive 

ccrtainly 
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certainly miſerable here, leſt they may 
eventually be miſerable hereafter. 

Fanaticiſm on the other hand renounc- 
ing every attempt at actual merit, and re- 
commending Faith as the only ſtandard of 
perfection, addreſſes itſelf to the imagina- 
tion for the proof of its ſufficiency. 

Some few there may be of ſo warm a 
temper, and ſo weak a judgment, as eaſily 
to flatter themſelves into vain conceits of 
ſecurity; who, grounding their confidence 
on certain inexplicable feelings, miſtake 
the fervors of a heated imagination for ſen- 
ſible aſſurances of divine favor. 

Unhappily for thoſe of a colder conſtitu- 
tion, who are nevertheleſs ready to liſten 
to every bold declaimer, and to be carried 
away by every wind of doctrine, notwith- 
ſtanding a willing diſpoſition to believe 
they cannot ceaſe. to tremble; unable to 
excite like fanciful ſenſations of divine in- 
ſpiration and aſſurance, they impute the 
want of them to their own utter reproba- 


tion, and therefore conceiving themſelves 
rejected 


( 193 ) 
rejected of God, and doomed to perdition, 
ſink into melancholy and deſpair. 


I have mentioned theſe miſtaken notions 
of Religion principally with a view of 


ſhewing, that their effects are not to be 
imputed to nn, but to the abuſe 
of it. 

The immediate intent of this diſcourſe 
is to remove a more general diſorder of 
the mind, and I truſt one of a leſs obſtinate 
nature than either infidelity, or deſpair. 
I mean to allay, and quiet thoſe ſcruples 
of conſcience, and fits of deſpondency, 
under which Pious Chriſtians are occa- 
ſionally apt to labour. 

Various are the doubts and fears of this 
nature; — the Fun of which I will 
ſpeak to. 

Some are apt to diſtract their mind 
with dreadful apprehenſion, that they may 
have offended God beyond the hope of 
Pardon. 

There is certainly ſuch a aefperate ſtate, 
into which Men may fall by an obſtinate 

N perſe- 


: 
1 
| 
: 
. 
1 
| 


( 194 ) 


perſeverance in Sin, as at length to be re- 
jected of the Almighty, and caſt off as ob- 
jects of his wrath—My ſpirit, ſaith Goa, 


fall not always ſtrive with Man. 


But Preſumption, and a Diſregard of 
Conſequences, not Fear, and Anxiety are 
the ſymptoms of that dreadful caſe; the 
hardened ſinner, when the ſpirit of God 
hath withdrawn its influence, goes on 
careleſlly in his wickedneſs, feeling no ſor- 
row for what is paſt, and ee of 
what is to comm. 

So long as the dread of God's wrath 
prevails, the ſeeds of Piety are ſtill alive in 
the heart, and if properly cheriſhed may 
under God's bleſſing happily bring forth 
the fruits of Holineſs to eternal Life. 

Painful indeed will be the ſtruggles 
of the ſoul for that birth of Righteouſ- 
neſs by which it 1s to enter into the king- 
dom of God. An humiliating ſenſe of 
Guilt, and the danger of relapſe into 
iniquity may and ought to alarm the 


. Penitent ſinner, excite his vigilance, 


animate 


„ 

animate his reſolution, and diſpoſe him 
to pray to God without ceaſing for the 
aids of Grace, but ought not to oppreſs 
his mind with deſpair. The Goſpel plain- 
ly teacheth, that to him who is ſincere in 
his ſorrow, God is boundleſs in metcy, 
though his ins be red as Scarlet, they ſhall be- 
come white as ſnow, though they be more in 
number than the ſtars of Heaven, God 
will in his mercy through Jeſus Chriſt par- 
don them, whenever the Sinner turneth 
unto him with his whole heart, when he 
ceaſeth to do evil, and learns to do well; For 
it is indeed a true ſaying, and worthy of all 
men to be received, that Cbriſt Jeſus came into 
the world to ſave ſinners. 

Others there are who firmly beheve, that 
God 1s willing to receive all who truly 
turn unto him; they are ſenſible of their 
paſt iniquities and ſincerely penitent; 
but ſtill finding themſelves occaſionally 
ſubject to errors, and infirmities, doubt 
the ſincerity of their repentance. 

But let him, who is thus depreſſed i in 

N 2 ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, - take comfort from the following 
reflection. 

Thoſe very doubts which he entertains 
of his ſincerity, are indiſputable proofs of 
it; for he ſurely is in earneſt to. pleaſe 
God, who thinks he does not pleaſe him ſo 
much as he ought to do. God will be 
ſlow to judge him who is ever ready to 
condemn himſelf, ſo that there is little 
danger he ſhould ultimately err from the 
path of life, who is troubled at every ſtep 
whereby he declines from it. 

Humiliating as the ſelf- conviction of 
our own infirmities may juſtly be, yet fo 
far is it from being a ground of deſpond- 
ency, that it is the very diſpoſition of 
mind required in the Goſpel; it renders 
us fit objects of God's gracious aſſiſtance, 
by inducing us to fly to him for help, and 
to reſt our confidence on his mercy. 

The laſt kind of Religious fears which 
I propoſe to ſpeak of, 1s occaſioned by the 
doubts which oppreſs the mind of the 
humble Chriſtian, leſt his Repentance hav- 


ing 
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ing ariſen from no other motive than the 
dread of puniſhment ſhould therefore 
not be acceptable in the ſight of God. 
We are indeed taught both by Scripture 
and Reaſon, that it is our duty to Love 
God as well as to Fear him; yet, is it not 
ſpecified that our worſhip, and obedience, 
muſt ariſe from any one particular princi- 
ple; while fear indeed remains the only 
motive to piety, 1t 15 evident that however 
right our firſt ſtep may be, we have made 
but little progreſs in our religious courſe ; 
Perſeverance nevertheleſs by degrees, as it 


renders Religion familiar to the heart, will 


in like proportion render it eaſy and pleaſ- 
ing, till Love, Hope, and Gratitude, till 
every chearful and generous affection will 
by turns be engaged in the exerciſe of our 
duties. To render God the honour due un- 
to his name, from a ſenſe of the relation we 
bear to him as our Creator and Preſerver, 
to practiſe Virtue from mere love of it, in- 
dependently of either hope or fear, would 
indeed be a very exalted mode of worſhip, 

and 
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8 
and human nature actuated only by ſuch mo- 
tives would become more perfect than it is. 
Angels, and thoſe ſuperior orders of Be- 
ings who are admitted to the immediate 
preſence of the Almighty may poſſibly be 
altogether retained in their Duty, by the 
rectitude of their moral affections; yet 
lovely, and deſirable as Virtue may be re- 
preſented by thoſe who argue for the ſuffi- 
ciency of human nature, how many Men 
are there who have neither eyes to ſee its 
beauty, nor hearts to deſire it. 
Wiſe, and Merciful therefore is God, 
who knowing how inſenſible our Nature 
is to ſuch refined notions, has been pleaſed 
not only to inſtruct our Reaſon in what 
our Duty conſiſts, but moreover incites us 
to the diſcharge of it, by the moſt power- 
ful motives of paſſion, and affection. 
Eternal Happineſs is propoſed in the 
Holy Scripture, as the reward of our obe- 
dience, to quicken our hope and animate 
our defires. Eternal Miſery is denounced 
in all its terrors againſt impenitence, to 
alarm 
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alarm the conſcience, and bring the ſinner 
back to his right ſenſes. 

It is then of little conſequence what mo- 
tive firſt ſets us forward provided we perſiſt 
in the right way. Be the firſt principle 
of our obedience what it may, God will 
accept it, if it is but active and ſincere. 
Why then art thou vexed, O my Soul? and 
why art thou diſquieted within me? 

Having thus conſidered the nature of 
thoſe religious ſcruples which moſt com- 
monly diſtract, and oppreſs the penitent 
Chriſtian, and as I truſt, ſhewn the unrea- 
ſonableneſs of being overcome by them, I 
have only to recommend to your attention 
and practice the precept in the remaining 
part of my text, Put thy truſt in God.” 

The leading Character, and main ſcope 
of Chriſtianity 1s to make Man renounce 
his own ſufficiency,” and place his truſt in 
God's mercy through Jeſus Chriſt ; then 
is it efficacious, when a juſt ſenſe of infir- 
mity and unworthineſs 1s produced in the 


human breaſt; then is it, that the divine 


promiſe holds forth an aſſurance of accept- 
anc 
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ance, and Revelation comes in aid of Rea- 
ſon, not only to confirm God's attributes 
of Goodneſs, Juſtice, and Mercy, but to 
point out the rock of our Salvation. 

That Rock is Chriſt. —Come unto me, ſays 
the Saviour of the world, all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and Iwill give you reſt. * 
Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.4+— Bleſſed are they that 
mourn, for they ſhall be comforted. +—Is this 
the language of Deſpair ? Is it not the voice 
of Him that bringeth glad tidings of great 
Joy, that ſpeaketh Peace, and Good-will to- 
wards Men ? 

Let then the humble Chriſtian look up 
with pious confidence to the mercy ſeat of 
God; let him hold faſt his faith in the 
merits of his Redeemer, nothing doubting 
but that he who has begun a good work in 
him will in due time bring it to perfection, 
fo that whoſo fainteth not, ſhall in the end 


come off even more than Conqueror. 


* St, Matthew, ch. xi. ver. 28. 
+ + St, Matthew, ch. v. ver. 3, 4+ 
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Let it however be remembered, that the 
intent of this diſcourſe, is confined to the 
relief, and encouragement of penitent ſin- 
ners, who not finding at once all the ſuc- 
ceſs they look for in their devotions, are 
ſuddenly caſt down, and inclined to deſpair 
of God's mercy. 

Neither, Comfort, nor Security can be 
derived from it to thoſe who wilfully per- 
ſiſt in the practice of any known vice, even 
though they may ſometimes feel occaſional 
checks of Conſcience, and be touched with 
temporary apprehenſions of divine wrath. 
l mean not to ſpeak Peace, where there 
ought to be no Peace. | 

I truſt that I am not addreſſing myſelf 
in this congregation to a ſingle impenitent 
Sinner; if ſuch a one there be, would to 
God! that I could ſet before him the Ter- 
rors of the Lord with all the force of Rea- 
ſon and power of Eloquence which made 
Felix tremble. Would to God ! I could 
diſplay in its true colours, the tremendous 
ſcenes of that awful day, when the ſecrets 
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of all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, and the 
ſinner be brought to face his offended 
Judge, under all the conſcious horrors of 
Guilt, and Impenitence. | 

Happy would it be for the Unrepenting 
ſinner could his Fears be now awakened, 


could he be now perſuaded to turn from 


the evil of his ways, while the arms of 
Mercy are ſtill open to receive him. 

Let fuch a Man, if at length he be ſtruck 
with remorſe, firſt go weep; but let him 
not weep as thoſe without hope. Let him 
ſow in tears, he may by Gad's race yet 
reap in Joy. 

To day if he hear the voice of the Lord, 
let him not again harden his heart, leſt 
henceforth the ſpirit of God be withdrawn, 
and hereafter ſtrive no more with him © 
teſt Death come upon him unawares, and 
the Book of Life be cloſed forever. 
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